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An Instructional Note to Teachers about Celebrate Freedom Week - 

State Required Instruction on the Declaration of Independence 

 

Florida Statute 1003.421 requires that the last full week in September each year be 

recognized in all of Florida’s public schools as Celebrate Freedom Week. Specifically, 

the Statute requires the following: 

  

• Celebrate Freedom Week must include at least 3 hours of appropriate instruction 

in each social studies class, as determined by the school district, which shall 

include an in-depth study of the intent, meaning, and importance of the 

Declaration of Independence.  

 

• During the last full week of September, at the beginning of each school day or in 

homeroom, public school principals and teachers shall conduct an oral recitation 

by students of the following words of the Declaration of Independence:   

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these 

are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, 

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed.” 

 

• Student recitation of this statement shall serve to reaffirm the American ideals of 

individual liberty.  

 

• Upon written request by a student’s parent, the student must be excused from 

the recitation of the Declaration of Independence. 

 

 

The full text of Florida Statute 1003.421 may be obtained from Online Sunshine at: 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&Ap

p_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1003.421&URL=1000-

1099/1003/Sections/1003.421.html    
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Celebrate Freedom Week Instructional Resource Guide 

 

  
 

The Department of Social Sciences has developed this instructional resource guide to 

assist teachers in teaching about the Declaration of Independence.  These resources 

are intended to help teachers meet the requirements of Florida Statute 1003.421.  The 

guide includes the following:        

 

• Background Information - This section includes reference information on the 

Declaration of Independence, including the full-text of the document.  The portion 

of the Declaration that must be recited each day during Celebrate Freedom 

Week is also included. 

 

• Lessons and Activities for Elementary Students - This section includes 

detailed primary and intermediate lesson plans with all support materials needed 

to teach about the Declaration of Independence. (NOTE:  Several of the lesson 

plans directly support the Benchmarks tested on the 7th grade End-of-Course 

Exam.) 

 

• Internet Resources - Additional background information, lesson plans, 

interactive activities, and downloadable classroom activities may be found on the 

websites listed in this section of the guide.  

 

• Elementary Character Education Resources – Additional lesson ideas are 

included to support the core value of “respect,” which has been designated by 

the District for the month of September.  

 

Content, skills, and concepts related to the Declaration of Independence are an integral 

part of social studies instruction year-round.  Teachers are encouraged to utilize the 

resources and lessons found in this resource guide throughout the school year.  

Teachers are further encouraged to select and adapt the resources and lessons found 

in this guide to best fit the needs of their students. 

After Thomas Jefferson wrote his first draft of the 

Declaration of Independence, the other members of the 

Declaration committee and the Continental Congress made 

86 changes to Jefferson’s draft. The changes Included 

shortening the overall length by more than a fourth. 

 

http://www.constitutionfacts.com/images/4-2AFF/3TJ.jpg


 

.Background Information 

 

• Maps of the Original 13 British Colonies In North America, 

1763-1776 

 

• Historical Background Information on the Declaration of 

Independence - World Book Advanced On-Line Edition 

(2014) 

 

• Declaration of Independence Timeline 

 

• The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of 

Independence  

 

• The Sections of the Declaration of Independence 

 

• Facts about the Declaration of Independence 

 

• Did You Know? 

 

• Image of the Declaration of Independence 

 

• Full-Text of the Declaration of Independence 

 

• Required Recitation Passage from the Declaration of 

Independence for Celebrate Freedom Week  

 

 

 



 

Map of the Original 13 British Colonies 
In North America 

1763-1776 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Source: World Atlas 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Map of the 13 British Colonies in  

North America (1763-1776), including Regions 

 

 
 

 

Source: http://schreinerus8.weebly.com/uploads/5/1/8/3/51837359/4980223_orig.png 
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Blank Map of the 13 British Colonies in North America (1763-1776)  

 

 
  

 

Source: https://s-media-cache-

ak0.pinimg.com/736x/69/58/a3/6958a369ce5aac82388e9b0ba7ea92fd--map-activities-

13-colonies.jpg   
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Historical Background Information on the Declaration of Independence 

 

The excerpt below on the Declaration of Independence is from the on-line edition of the 

World Book Advanced Encyclopedia (2014) available for students and teachers through 

the Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ Department of Library Media Services.  To 

access the full article: 

 

1. Visit Library Media Services at http://library.dadeschools.net/  

(Password needed.  Check with the Media Specialist.) 

2. Click the On-line Data Bases and select World Book Advanced Online Reference 

Center 

3. Search for “Declaration of Independence.” 

4. Click on the article entitled “Declaration of Independence.” 

 

Introduction – The Declaration of Independence  

 

The Declaration of Independence is the historic document in which the American 

colonies declared their freedom from Britain (now the United Kingdom). The Second 

Continental Congress, a meeting of delegates from the colonies, adopted the 

Declaration on July 4, 1776. This date has been celebrated ever since as the birthday of 

the United States. 

  

The Declaration of Independence eloquently expressed the colonies' reasons for 

rejecting British rule. Its stirring opening paragraphs stated that the people of every 

country have the right to change or overthrow any government that violates their 

essential rights. The remainder listed ways the British government had violated 

American rights. The ideas expressed so majestically in the Declaration have long 

inspired the pursuit of freedom and self-government throughout the world. 

 

Events leading to the Declaration  

 

During the 10-year period prior to the adoption of the Declaration, American leaders 

repeatedly challenged the British Parliament's right to tax the colonies. Three efforts by 

Parliament to raise taxes provoked heated protest from the colonists. These efforts 

were the Stamp Act of 1765, the Townshend Acts of 1767, and the Tea Act of 1773. 

 

The Stamp Act required colonists to pay for tax stamps placed on newspapers, playing 

cards, diplomas, and various legal documents. Colonial resistance forced Parliament to 

repeal the act in 1766. The Townshend Acts placed duties (taxes) on imported goods. 

The colonists reacted by boycotting British goods, which hurt British businesses. In 

http://library.dadeschools.net/


1770, Parliament removed the duties on all items except tea. The Tea Act made British 

tea cheaper than tea the colonists had been smuggling into the colonies. The British 

hoped the colonists would purchase the British tea at the lower price, and thereby 

acknowledge Britain's right to tax them. But the residents of Boston defied the act by 

dumping hundreds of pounds of British tea into Boston Harbor. This event became 

known as the Boston Tea Party. 

 

In 1774, Parliament responded to the Boston Tea Party by adopting laws that closed the 

port of Boston and gave the British-appointed governor of Massachusetts more power. 

In addition, the laws allowed British officials accused of crimes against Americans to be 

returned to Britain for trial. Angry colonists referred to these laws as the Intolerable Acts 

or the Coercive Acts. 

 

The Continental Congress 

 

The Intolerable Acts alarmed the colonists. On Sept. 5, 1774, the First Continental 

Congress met in Philadelphia to plan common measures of resistance. All the colonies 

except Georgia sent representatives to the Congress. The delegates supported the view 

held by most colonists—that they could not be ruled by a Parliament in which they were 

not represented. The most Parliament could do, the delegates suggested, was pass 

laws regulating the trade of the British Empire. Most colonists still wanted to remain 

members of the empire, but they felt they owed allegiance only to the British Crown and 

not to Parliament. The delegates to the First Continental Congress hoped Britain's King 

George III and his ministers would free the colonies from the Intolerable Acts. 

 

In 1775, most colonists still did not favor declaring themselves independent of the 

British Crown. Such a declaration would cut the last bond linking the colonies to Britain. 

The delegates to the Second Continental Congress, which assembled on May 10, 1775, 

continued to hope the king would help resolve the colonists' differences with Parliament. 

In July, the colonists sent a final petition to Britain declaring their loyalty to the king and 

asking him to address their complaints. But the king ignored their request and declared 

the colonies to be in rebellion. 

 

Meanwhile, the Revolutionary War had begun in April 1775, when British troops clashed 

with colonial militia at Lexington, Massachusetts, and nearby Concord. In January 1776, 

the political writer Thomas Paine published Common Sense. This electrifying pamphlet 

attacked the concept of monarchy and made a powerful case for the independence of 

the American Colonies. 

 

 



As the fighting intensified, hopes of reconciliation with Britain faded. On June 7, 1776, 

Richard Henry Lee of Virginia introduced a resolution to the Second Continental 

Congress stating that "these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and 

independent States ..." After several days of debate, the Congress appointed a 

committee to draft a declaration of independence. The committee gave the task to 

Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, who completed the work in about two weeks. Two other 

members, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania and John Adams of Massachusetts, made 

a few minor changes. 

 

Adoption of the Declaration 

 

On July 2, the Congress approved the Lee resolution. The delegates then began to 

debate Jefferson's draft. A few passages, including one condemning King George for 

encouraging the slave trade, were removed. Most other changes dealt with style. On 

July 4, the Congress adopted the final draft of the Declaration of Independence. 

 

The Declaration was signed by John Hancock as president of the Second Continental 

Congress and by Charles Thomson, the Congress's secretary. It was promptly printed 

and read to a large crowd in the State House yard on July 8. On July 19, the Congress 

ordered the Declaration to be engrossed (written in stylish script) on parchment. It also 

ordered that all its members sign the engrossed copy. Eventually, 56 members signed. 

 

The Importance of the Declaration  

 

The importance of the Declaration goes far beyond the reasons it provided for 

abolishing the colonies' allegiance to King George III. Drawing upon the writings of the 

English philosopher John Locke and other English thinkers, it states two universal 

principles that have been important to developing democracies ever since. The first 

principle is that governments exist for the benefit of the people and not their rulers, and 

that when a government turns to tyranny (unjust use of power), the people of that 

country have a right to resist and overturn the government. The second principle, that 

"all men are created equal," has served as a powerful reminder that all members of a 

society are entitled to the full protection of the law and to the right to participate in public 

affairs. 

 

The original parchment copy of the Declaration is housed in the National Archives 

Building in Washington, D.C. It is displayed with two other historic American documents 

- the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 
 
Source:  World Book Advanced Encyclopedia (2014)  
 
Related Reference: Encyclopedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Declaration-of-Independence  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Declaration-of-Independence


Declaration of Independence Timeline 
 

April 19, 1775 

The American Revolution begins with shots fired at Lexington and Concord in 

Massachusetts.  Even though the colonies were at war with Britain, the colonies had not 

yet declared their independence from Great Britain. 

June 7, 1776 

Richard Henry Lee of Virginia introduces a motion in a meeting of the Continental 

Congress that the United States is and should be declared free from ties to Great 

Britain. Delegates disagree about the wisdom of this idea, which comes to be called the 

"Lee Resolution." Eventually, the Congress appoints a Committee of Five to draft a 

Declaration of Independence for consideration. 

June 11, 1776 

John Adams convenes the Committee of Five to draft a Declaration of Independence. 

The five members of the committee are John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 

Jefferson, Robert Livingston and Roger Sherman. The committee chooses Jefferson to 

write the first draft. 

Two days in mid-June, 1776 

Jefferson writes the first draft of the Declaration. He said later that he never meant to 

say things that "had never been said before." Instead, he tries to capture "the common 

sense of the subject, in terms so plain and firm as to command their assent." 

July 2, 1776 

The Continental Congress votes to declare independence from Great Britain, formally 

adopting the Lee Resolution. The next day John Adams writes in a letter to his wife that, 

"The second day of July, 1776, will be the most memorable epoch in the history of 

America. . . . It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, 

sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of this continent to the 

other, from this time forward, forevermore." 

July 3, 1776 

The Continental Congress begins debating and editing the draft Declaration, eventually 

making 86 edits and cutting the length by about a fourth. 

July 4, 1776 

The Continental Congress approves the final draft of the Declaration, formalizing what 

had already been decided on July 2. Congress hires printer John Dunlap to print copies 

of the Declaration to be distributed throughout the colonies. 

 



Declaration of Independence Timeline continued 

July 5, 1776 

Dunlap delivers his 200 copies of the Declaration (which are now called "Dunlap 

Broadsides"). One copy is officially entered into the Congressional Journal and the other 

copies are distributed throughout the colonies. 

July 6, 1776 

The Pennsylvania Evening Post becomes the first newspaper to reprint the whole 

Declaration, but news of the July 2 decision to declare independence has already been 

widely reported and various celebrations and discussions are already taking place 

throughout the colonies. 

July 8, 1776 

The Declaration is read publicly to the people of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Around 

this time, Congress gets around to sending a copy of the Declaration to its emissary in 

Europe to be distributed to the various European governments. However, the original 

letter is lost and the Declaration isn't formally delivered to Great Britain and the rest of 

Europe until November, when news of the Declaration had already reached Europe. 

July 9, 1776 

New York finally approves the Declaration. It is the last of the 13 colonies to do so. 

July 19, 1776 

The Continental Congress decides to have an "engrossed" copy of the Declaration 

made, meaning a clean, readable, handwritten copy on parchment. Timothy Matlack, 

who was the assistant to the Secretary of Congress, probably makes the copy. (This is 

the copy now housed at the National Archives.) 

August 2, 1776 

Those delegates who had voted in favor of independence and who are in attendance 

that day sign the engrossed copy of the Declaration. Fifty delegates sign on this day. 

Six more will sign later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  ConstitutionFacts.com, http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-declaration-of-

independence/dates-to-remember/   
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The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of Independence  

 
The Continental Congress appointed a Committee of Five on June 11, 1776, to draft the 

Declaration of Independence. A brief biography of each member of the Committee of 

Five follows. 

 
John Adams (1735-1826), representing the colony of Massachusetts 

 

 
 

John Adams began his education in a common school in Braintree. He secured a 

scholarship to Harvard and graduated at the age of 20. 

He apprenticed to a Mr. Putnam of Worcester, who provided access to the library of the 

Attorney General of Massachusetts, and was admitted to the Bar in 1761. He 

participated in an outcry against Writs of Assistance. Adams became a prominent public 

figure in his activities against the Stamp Act, in response to which he wrote and 

published a popular article, "Essay on the Canon and Feudal Law." He was married on 

Oct. 25, 1764 and moved to Boston, assuming a prominent position in the patriot 

movement. He was elected to the Massachusetts Assembly in 1770, and was chosen 

one of five to represent the colony at the First Continental Congress in 1774. 

 

Again in the Continental Congress, in 1775, he nominated Washington to 

be commander-in-chief on the colonial armies. Adams was a very active member of 

Congress, he was engaged by as many as ninety committees and chaired twenty-five 

during the second Continental Congress. In May of 1776, he offered a resolution that 

amounted to a declaration of independence from Great Britain. He was shortly 

thereafter a fierce advocate for the Declaration drafted by Thomas Jefferson. Congress  

 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/stampact.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/congress.html
http://www.ushistory.org/us/17.asp
http://www.ushistory.org/valleyforge/washington/george2.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/jefferson.html


The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of Independence continued 
 

John Adams continued  

 

then appointed him ambassador to France, to replace Silas Dean at the French court. 

He returned from those duties in 1779 and participated in the framing of a state 

constitution for Massachusetts, where he was further appointed Minister plenipotentiary 

to negotiate a peace, and form a commercial treaty, with Great Britain. In 1781 he 

participated with Franklin, Jay and Laurens, in development of the Treaty of Paris and 

was a signer of that treaty, which ended the Revolutionary War, in 1783. He was 

elected Vice President of the United States under George Washington in 1789, and was 

elected President in 1796. Adams was a Federalist and this made him an arch-rival of 

Thomas Jefferson and his Republican party. The discord between Adams and Jefferson 

surfaced many times during Adams' (and, later, Jefferson's) presidency. This was not a 

mere party contest. The struggle was over the nature of the office and on the limits of 

Federal power over the state governments and individual citizens. Adams retired from 

office at the end of his term in 1801. He was elected President of a convention to reform 

the constitution of Massachusetts in 1824, but declined the honor due to failing health. 

 

He died on July 4, 1826 (incidentally, within hours of the death of Thomas Jefferson.) 

His final toast to the Fourth of July was "Independence Forever!" Late in the afternoon 

of the Fourth of July, just hours after Jefferson died at Monticello, Adams, unaware of 

that fact, is reported to have said, "Thomas Jefferson survives." 

http://www.ushistory.org/us/8d.asp


The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of Independence continued 
 

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), representing the colony of Pennsylvania 

 
 

Benjamin Franklin, born in Boston, Massachusetts, on January 17, 1706, may by his life 

alone be the most profound statement of what an American strives to be. With no formal 

education beyond the age of 10 years, Franklin was celebrated throughout Europe, 

welcomed in any Royal Court, sought out by every prestigious society. Indeed, when 

the reputations of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson had yet to be sorted out, 

Franklin was worshipped wherever his name was known. 

 

He attended grammar school at age eight, but was put to work at ten. He apprenticed 

as a printer to his brother James, who printed the New England Courant, at age twelve, 

and published his first article there, anonymously, in 1721. Young Benjamin was an avid 

reader, inquisitive and skeptical. Through his satirical articles, he poked fun at the 

people of Boston and soon wore out his welcome, both with his brother and with the 

city. He ran away to New York and then on to Philadelphia at the age of 16, looking for 

work as a printer. He managed a commission to Europe for the purpose of buying 

supplies to establish a new printing house in Philadelphia, but found himself abandoned 

when he stepped off ship. Through hard work and frugality he bought his fare back to 

Philadelphia in 1732 and set up shop as a printer. He was appointed clerk of the  

 

 



 

The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of Independence continued 
 
Benjamin Franklin continued  
 
Pennsylvania Assembly in 1736, and as Postmaster the following year. In 1741 he 

began publishing Poor Richard's Almanac, a very popular and influential magazine. He 

was elected to the Pennsylvania Assembly in 1751 and served as an agent for 

Pennsylvania (and ultimately for three other colonies) to England, France, and several 

other European powers. He was elected to the Continental Congress in 1775, where he 

played a crucial role in the rebellion against Great Britain, including service to Jefferson 

in editing the Declaration of Independence. Franklin, who was by this time 

independently wealthy and retired from publishing, continued to serve an important role 

in government both local and national. He was the United States first Postmaster 

General, Minister to the French Court, Treaty agent and signer to the peace with Great 

Britain, Celebrated Member of the Constitutional convention (See Work, above). 

Benjamin Franklin: Businessman, Writer, Publisher, Scientist, Diplomat, Legislator, and 

Social activist, was one of the earliest and strongest advocates for the abolition of 

Slavery, and for the protection of the rights of American aboriginal peoples. He died on 

the 17th of April in 1790. On that day, he was still one of the most celebrated characters 

in America. So should he always be. 



The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of Independence continued 
 

Thomas Jefferson, (1743-1826), representing the colony of Virginia 
 

 
 

More than a mere renaissance man, Jefferson may actually have been a new kind of 

man. He was fluent in five languages and able to read two others. He wrote, over the 

course of his life, over sixteen thousand letters. He was acquainted with nearly every 

influential person in America, and a great many in Europe as well. He was a lawyer, 

agronomist, musician, scientist, philosopher, author, architect, inventor, and statesman. 

Though he never set foot outside of the American continent before adulthood, he 

acquired an education that rivaled the finest to be attained in Europe. He was clearly the 

foremost American son of the Enlightenment. 

Jefferson was born at Shadwell in Albemarle County, Virginia on April 13, 1743. He was 

tutored by the Reverend James Maury, a learned man, in the finest classical tradition. 

He began the study of Latin, Greek, and French at the age of 9. He attended William 

and Mary College in Williamsburg at sixteen years old, then continued his education in 

the Law under George Wythe, the first professor of law in America (who later would sign 

Jefferson's Declaration in 1776). Thomas Jefferson attended the House of Burgesses 

as a student in 1765 when he witnessed Patrick Henry's defiant stand against the 

Stamp Act. He gained the Virginia bar and began practice in 1769, and was elected to 

the House of Burgesses in 1769. It was there that his involvement in revolutionary 

politics began. He was never a very vocal member, but his writing, his quiet work in 

committee, and his ability to distill large volumes of information to essence, made him 

an invaluable member in any deliberative body. 

 

 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/wythe.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/henry.html


The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of Independence continued 
 
Thomas Jefferson continued  
 

In 1775 when a Virginia convention selected delegates to the Continental Congress, 

Jefferson was selected as an alternate. It was expected that Payton Randolph, (then 

Speaker of the Virginia House and president of the Continental Congress too,) would be 

recalled by the Royal Governor. This did happen and Jefferson went in his place. 

Thomas Jefferson had a theory about self-governance and the rights of people who 

established habitat in new lands. Before attending the Congress in Philadelphia he 

codified these thoughts in an article called A Summary View of the Rights of British 

America. This paper he sent on ahead of him. He fell ill on the road and was delayed for 

several days. By the time he arrived, his paper had been published as a pamphlet and 

sent throughout the colonies and on to England where Edmund Burke, sympathetic to 

the colonial condition, had it reprinted and circulated widely. In 1776 Jefferson, then a 

member of the committee to draft a declaration of independence, was chosen by the 

committee to write the draft. This he did, with some minor corrections from John 

Adams and an embellishment from Franklin, the document was offered to the Congress 

on the first day of July. The Congress modified it somewhat, abbreviating certain 

wording and removing points that were outside of general agreement. The Declaration 

was adopted on the Fourth of July. 

 

Jefferson returned to his home not long afterward. His wife and two of his children were 

very ill, he was tired of being remote from his home, and he was anxious about the 

development of a new government for his native state. 

 

In June of 1779 he succeeded Patrick Henry as Governor of Virginia. The nation was 

still at war, and the southern colonies were under heavy attack. Jefferson's 

Governorship was clouded with hesitation. He himself concluded that the state would be 

better served by a military man. He declined re-election after his first term and was 

succeeded by General Nelson of Yorktown. 

 

In 1781 he retired to Monticello, the estate he inherited, to write, work on improved 

agriculture, and to attend his wife. It was during this time that he wrote Notes on the 

State of Virginia, a work that he never completed. Martha Jefferson died in September 

of 1782. This event threw Jefferson into a depression that, according to his eldest 

daughter he might never have recovered from. Except that Washington called on him in 

November of 1782 to again serve his country as Minister Plenipotentiary to negotiate 

peace with Gr. Britain. He accepted the post, however, it was aborted when the peace 

was secured before he could sail from Philadelphia. In 1784 Jefferson went to France 

as an associate Diplomat with Franklin and Adams. It was in that year that wrote an  

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/randolph.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/burke.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/adams_j.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/adams_j.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/franklin.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/adams_j.html


The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of Independence continued 
 

Thomas Jefferson continued  
 
article establishing the standard weights, measures, and currency units for the United 

States. He succeeded Franklin as Minister to France the following year. When he 

returned home in 1789, he joined the Continental Congress for a while, and was then 

appointed Secretary of State under George Washington. This placed him in a very 

difficult position. The character of the executive was being established during the first 

few terms. Jefferson and many others were critical of the form it was taking under the 

first Federalist administration. Jefferson was sharply at odds with fellow cabinet 

members John Adams and Alexander Hamilton, both of whom he found to be too 

authoritarian and too quick to assume overwhelming power for the part of the executive. 

He resigned from the cabinet in 1793 and formed the Democrat-republican party. 

Heated competition continued. Jefferson ran for president in 1796, lost to John Adams, 

and, most uncomfortably, this made him vice president under a man whom he could no 

longer abide. After a single meeting, on the street, the two never communicated directly 

during the whole administration. 

 

Jefferson again ran for the presidency in 1801 and this time he won. He served for two 

terms and he did ultimately play a deciding role in forming the character of the American 

Presidency. The 12th amendment to the Constitution changed the manner in which the 

vice president was selected, so as to prevent arch enemies from occupying the first and 

second positions of the executive. Jefferson also found the State of the Union address 

to be too magisterial when delivered in person. He performed one and afterwards 

delivered them, as required by the constitution, only in writing. He also undertook the 

Louisiana Purchase, extending the boundaries of the country and establishing the 

doctrine of manifest destiny. 

 

Thomas Jefferson retired from office in 1808. He continued the private portion of his 

life's work, and sometime later re-engaged his dearest and longest friend James 

Madison, in the work of establishing the University of Virginia. In 1815 one of his 

projects, a Library of Congress, finally bore fruit, when he sold his own personal library 

to the congress as a basis for the collection. Shortly before his death in 1826, Jefferson 

told Madison that he wished to be remembered for two things only; as the Author of the 

Declaration of Independence, and as the founder of the University of Virginia. Jefferson 

died on the 4th of July, as the nation celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of his splendid 

Declaration. 



 

The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of Independence continued 
 

Robert Livingston (1746-1813), representing the colony of New York 

 
Robert Livingston was born in the city of New York in 1746. He was educated at King's 

(now Columbia) College, where he was graduated in 1764. He studied law under 

William Smith, chief justice of New York, and became an eminent Lawyer. Livingston 

became politically active in the era of the Stamp Act Revolt, and was probably (along 

with his brother, William), involved with the Sons of Liberty in New York. 

 

In 1776, as a member of the Provincial congress of New York, he was selected to 

attend the Continental Congress. He was one of the committee to draft the Declaration 

of Independence but was recalled by his state before he could sign it. 

 

Livingston was appointed Secretary of Foreign Affairs (Secretary of State) soon after 

the Articles of Confederation were adopted. He served that post until 1783, when he 

was appointed Chancellor of the State of New York. He was an advocate for the 

Federal Constitution, and served as a delegate to the New York convention held at 

Poughkeepsie in 1788, to ratify it. On the 30th of April, 1789, Livingston administered 

the presidential oath of office to George Washington. 

 

In 1801, President Jefferson appointed Robert Livingston resident minister at the court 

of Napoleon. It was he who negotiated the Louisiana Purchase from the French. He was 

also a patron of Robert Fulton, who refined the steam engine. Chancellor Livingston 

died on the 26th of February, 1813, at the age of sixty six. 

 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/stampact.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/livingston_w.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/jefferson.html
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Roger Sherman (1721-1793), representing the colony of Connecticut 

 

 

Roger Sherman was born at Newton, near Boston, on April 19, 1721. When he was two 

his father took the family to what was then a frontier town, Stoughton. His education 

was very limited. He had access to his father’s library, a good one by the standards of 

the day, and when Roger was about thirteen years old the town built a "grammar 

school" which he attended for a time. Stoughton was also fortunate to have a parish 

Minister by the name of Rev. Samuel Danbar, who was trained at Harvard. Danbar 

helped young Roger acquire some facility with mathematics, sciences, literature, and 

philosophy. 

His first experience with an official office came in 1743 when he was appointed surveyor 

of New Haven County. A few years later he was commissioned by neighbor to consult a 

lawyer at the county seat regarding a petition before the court. The lawyer asked if he 

could examine Sherman's notes and reading them, urged Sherman to set up for the 

practice of law. At age twenty one he engaged in both civic and religious affairs in New 

Milford Connecticut, where he and his brother also opened the towns first store. He 

served as the town clerk there and was also chosen to lobby on behalf of the town at 

the provincial assembly. Since New Milford did not have a newspaper and reading 

material was hard to come by, Sherman wrote and published a very popular Almanac 

each year from 1750 to 1761. 

 



The Committee of Five Draft the Declaration of Independence continued 
 

Roger Sherman continued  
 
Sherman was accepted to the Bar of Litchfield in 1754, and to represent New Milford in 

the General Assembly the following year. He was appointed justice of the peace, and 

four years later justice of the Superior Court of Connecticut. By the age of 40, he had 

become a very successful landowner and businessman while integrating himself into 

the social and political fabric of New England. He was appointed commissary to the 

Connecticut Troops at the start of the Revolutionary war; this was experience that he 

put to great use when he was elected to the Continental Congress in 1774. Sherman 

was a very active and much respected Delegate to the congress. He served and 

numerous committees, including the committee to draft the Declaration of 

Independence. He served all through the war for Independence. As active as he was in 

Congress, he simultaneously fulfilled his other offices. In 1776 these efforts began to 

take their toll on his health. Thus, he appealed to then governor Trumbull to relieve him 

of some of his state duties while he remained on in Congress through 1781. He left the 

office in 1781, then returned in 1783 and 84, where he served on the committee forming 

the Articles of Confederation. His interests in the strength of the federation carried him 

to the Constitutional Convention in 1787 where he was one of the most vocal and 

persistent members. Madison's notes on the convention credit him with one hundred 

and thirty-eight speeches to the convention. His tiny state of Connecticut was in a 

precarious position, and Sherman, then sixty-one apparently spared no effort in 

defending the rights of the smaller states. 

Many of the most notable figures of the revolution, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, admitted 

a deep admiration for Roger Sherman and his work. From their notes Sherman appears 

as a picture of New England pragmatism: stern, taciturn, spare with his words and very 

direct in his speech, but never hesitating to stand-and stand again-for his principles. In 

July of 1793, Roger Sherman died of typhoid at the age of 72. At the time he served as 

US Senator from Connecticut under the new constitution that he had helped to build; in 

the new nation, that he had spent most of his life defending and defining. 

 

Adapted from: ushistory.org, http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/index.html    

(NOTE: A brief biography of each signer of the Declaration of Independence may be 

found at the same site.)  

 

 

 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/index.html


The Sections of the Declaration of Independence 

 

The Declaration of Independence can be divided into four parts: 1. The Preamble; 2. a 

Declaration of Rights; 3. A Bill of Indictment; and, 4. a Statement of Independence.  

 

The original text of the Declaration is shown below in italics. It follows the spelling 

and punctuation of the original copy. But, unlike the original, each paragraph begins on 

a new line. The notes following each paragraph are not part of the Declaration. They 

explain the meaning of various passages or give examples of injustices that a passage 

mentions. 

 

“In Congress, July 4, 1776. The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of 

America…” 

 

The Preamble 

 

“When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 

the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the 

powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of 

Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 

they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.” 

 

Notes: This paragraph tells why the Continental Congress drew up the 

Declaration. The members felt that when a people must break their ties with the 

mother country and become independent, they should explain their reasons to 

the world. 

 

A Declaration of Rights 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

 

Notes: In stating this principle of equality, the signers of the Declaration did not 

mean to deny all the inequalities of their own time. Americans had already 

rejected the idea of a legal aristocracy, but many still approved of or tolerated 

slavery. Most also assumed that the rights and duties of free men differed from 

those of free women. But over the years, this section has inspired the struggle 

against unequal treatment by many ethnic and cultural groups in our nation and 

the sexes. The rights to "Life" included the right to defend oneself against 



physical attack and against unjust government. The right to "Liberty" included the 

right to criticize the government, to worship freely, and to form a government that 

protects liberty. The "pursuit of Happiness" meant the right to own property and 

to have it safeguarded. It also meant the right to strive for the good of all people, 

not only for one's personal happiness. 

 

“That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed…” 

 

Notes: The Declaration states that governments exist to protect the rights of the 

people. Governments receive their power to rule only through agreement of the 

people. 

 

“That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 

Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 

foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 

seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate 

that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient 

causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 

suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 

which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 

invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, 

it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards 

for their future security…” 

 

Notes: People may alter their government if it fails in its purpose. Or they may set 

up a new government. People should not, however, make a revolutionary change 

in long-established governments for unimportant reasons. But they have the right 

to overthrow a government that has committed many abuses and seeks 

complete control over the people. 

 

A Bill of Indictment 

 

“Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity 

which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the 

present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having 

in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove 

this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world…” 

 

Notes: The Declaration states that the colonists could no longer endure the 



abuses of their government and so must change it. It accuses King George III of 

inflicting the abuses to gain total power over the colonies. It then lists the charges 

against him. 

 

“He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public 

good.” 

 

Notes: All laws passed by the colonial legislatures had to be sent to the British 

monarch for approval. George rejected many of the laws as harmful to Britain or 

its empire. 

 

“He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, 

unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so 

suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.” 

 

Notes: Royal governors could not approve any colonial law that did not have a 

clause suspending its operation until the king approved the law. Yet it took much 

time, sometimes years, for laws to be approved or rejected. 

 

“He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, 

unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a 

right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.” 

 

Notes: The royal government failed to redraw the boundaries of legislative 

districts so that people in newly settled areas would be fairly represented in the 

legislatures. 

 

“He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant 

from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 

compliance with his measures.” 

 

Notes: Royal governors sometimes had the members of colonial assemblies 

meet at inconvenient places. 

 

“He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness 

his invasions on the rights of the people.” 

 

Notes: Royal governors often dissolved colonial assemblies for disobeying their 

orders or for passing resolutions against the law. 

 



“He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 

whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People 

at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the 

dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.” 

 

Notes: After dissolving colonial legislatures, royal governors sometimes took a 

long time before allowing new assemblies to be elected. 

 

“He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose 

obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to 

encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of 

Lands.” 

 

Notes: The colonies wanted immigrants to settle in undeveloped lands in the 

West. For this reason, their laws made it easy for settlers to buy land and to 

become citizens. But in 1763, King George claimed the Western lands and 

began to reject most new naturalization (citizenship) laws. In 1773, he prohibited 

the naturalization of foreigners. In 1774, he sharply raised the purchase prices for 

the Western lands. 

 

“He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for 

establishing Judiciary powers.” 

 

Notes: The North Carolina legislature passed a law setting up a court system. 

But Britain objected to a clause in the law, which the legislature refused to 

remove. As a result, the colony had no courts for several years. 

 

“He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and 

the amount and payment of their salaries.” 

 

Notes: The royal government insisted that judges should serve as long as the 

king was pleased with them and that they should be paid by him. The colonies 

felt that judges should serve only as long as they proved to be competent and 

honest. They also wanted to pay the judges' salaries. 

 

“He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to 

harrass our people, and eat out their substance.” 

 

Notes: In 1767, the British Parliament passed the Townshend Acts, which taxed 

various products imported into the colonies. Britain also set up new agencies to 



enforce the laws and appointed tax commissioners. The commissioners, in turn, 

hired a large number of agents to aid them in collecting the taxes. 

 

“He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our 

legislatures.” 

 

Notes: British armies arrived in North America to fight the French in the French 

and Indian War (1754-1763). The colonists resented the fact that British troops 

remained in the colonies after the war. 

 

“He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.” 

 

Notes: The British altered the civil government in Massachusetts and named as 

governor General Thomas Gage, commander of Britain's military forces in 

America. 

 

“He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, 

and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended 

Legislation:” 

 

Notes: The Declaratory Act, passed by Britain in 1766, claimed that the king and 

Parliament had full authority to make laws for the colonies. However, the 

Declaration of Independence maintained that the colonies' own laws did not give 

the British that authority. 

 

“For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:” 

 

Notes: The royal government passed various quartering acts, which required the 

colonies to provide lodging and certain supplies to British troops stationed in 

America. 

 

“For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they 

should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:” 

 

Notes: In 1774, Britain passed the Impartial Administration of Justice Act. Under 

this act, British soldiers and officials accused of murder while serving in 

Massachusetts could be tried in Britain. 

 

 

 



“For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:” 

 

Notes: Britain passed many laws to control colonial trade. The Restraining Acts 

of 1775, for example, severely limited the foreign trade that several colonies 

could engage in. One act provided that American ships that violated the law 

could be seized. 

 

“For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:” 

 

Notes: This charge referred to all taxes levied on the colonies by the British, 

beginning with the Sugar Act of 1764. 

 

“For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:”  

 

Notes: British naval courts, which had no juries, dealt with smuggling and other 

violations of the trade laws. 

 

“For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:” 

 

Notes: This charge referred to a 1769 resolution by Parliament that colonists 

accused of treason could be sent to Britain for trial. 

 

“For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, 

establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to 

render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule 

into these Colonies:” 

 

Notes: In 1774, the Quebec Act provided for French civil law and an appointed 

governor and council in the province of Quebec. The act also extended Quebec's 

borders south to the Ohio River. 

 

“For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering 

fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:” 

 

Notes: The Massachusetts Government Act of 1774 drastically changed the 

Massachusetts charter. It provided that councilors would no longer be elected but 

would be appointed by the king. The act also restricted the holding of town 

meetings and gave the governor control over all lower court judges. 

 

 



“For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to 

legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.” 

 

Notes: In 1767, Parliament passed an act suspending the New York Assembly 

for failing to fulfill all the requirements of the Quartering Act of 1765. 

 

“He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging 

War against us.” 

 

Notes: Early in 1775, Britain authorized General Gage to use force if necessary 

to make the colonists obey the laws of Parliament. The British fought the 

colonists at the battles of Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill. George declared 

the colonies to be in revolt and stated they would be crushed. 

 

“He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 

lives of our people.” 

 

Notes: The British seized ships that violated the Restraining Act of December 

1775. They also bombarded such seaport towns as Falmouth (now Portland), 

Maine; Bristol, Rhode Island; and Norfolk, Virginia. 

 

“He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the 

works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & 

perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of 

a civilized nation.” 

 

Notes:  The British used German mercenaries (hired soldiers) to help fight the 

colonists. 

 

“He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms 

against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall 

themselves by their Hands.” 

 

Notes: The British forced American seamen on ships seized under the 

Restraining Act to join the British navy. 

 

“He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on 

the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of 

warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.” 

 



Notes: On Nov. 7, 1775, Virginia's royal governor proclaimed freedom for all 

black slaves who would join the British forces. British military plans included 

using Indians to fight colonists in frontier areas. 

 

A Statement of Independence 

 

“In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most 

humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A 

Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit 

to be the ruler of a free people.” 

 

Notes: The Continental Congress had asked the king to correct many abuses 

stated in the Declaration. These appeals were ignored or followed by even worse 

abuses. 

 

“Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them 

from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction 

over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement 

here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured 

them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would 

inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to 

the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the 

necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of 

mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.” 

 

Notes: Congress had also appealed without success to the British people 

themselves. 

 

“We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General 

Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of 

our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 

solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 

Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 

Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is 

and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have 

full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to 

do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. 

 

 

 



And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine 

Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred 

Honor.” 

 

Notes: Because all appeals had failed, the signers of the Declaration, as 

representatives of the American people, felt only one course of action remained. 

They thus declared the colonies independent, with all ties to Britain ended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  adapted from World Book Advanced Encyclopedia (2014) 



Facts about the Declaration of Independence 

 

Q. Is anything written on the back of the Declaration of Independence? 

 

A. Yes, there is writing on the back of the original, signed Declaration of 

Independence, but it is not invisible and it does not include a map, as in the 

Disney feature film, National Treasure.  The writing on the back reads "Original 

Declaration of Independence, dated 4th July 1776," and it appears on the bottom 

of the document, upside down.  

 

Q.  Is the original Declaration of Independence written on paper? 

 

A.  No, the original was written on parchment, which is a specially treated animal 

skin. The printed version is on paper and was read aloud from town squares 

throughout the colonies, so that those who could not read would receive the 

news about the colonies declaration of independence from England. 

 

Q.  Do other copies of the Declaration of Independence exist?  

 

A.  Yes, there are 26 copies of the Declaration of Independence which are known to 

exist.  These are referred to as "the Dunlap Broadside.”  The Dunlap Broadside 

copies were printed on paper on the night of July 4, 1776.   

 

Q.  Was Thomas Jefferson the only person involved in writing the Declaration 

of Independence? 

 

A.  Jefferson was the principal author of the document and was a member of the 

Committee of Five that was appointed to write the Declaration of Independence. 

The committee consisted of John Adams of Massachusetts, Roger Sherman of 

Connecticut, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania, Robert R. Livingston of New 

York, and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facts about the Declaration of Independence (continued) 

 

Q. Has the Declaration of Independence always been at the National Archives 

in Washington, DC?  

 

A.  No, after the signing ceremony on August 2, 1776, the Declaration was most 

likely filed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Declaration was probably taken by 

Continental Congress as the leaders moved throughout the country during the 

American Revolution.  On December 13, 1952, the Declaration, along with the 

Constitution and Bill of Rights, were formally delivered to the National Archives. 

 

Q.  Is the case that holds the Declaration of Independence bullet-resistant? 

 

A.  Yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  National Archives, www.archives.gov   

http://www.archives.gov/


Did You Know? 

 

• The Declaration of Independence was adopted by 12 of 13 colonies (New York 

not voting) on July 4, 1776, but wasn't actually signed by all the delegates until 

August 2, 1776.  

 

• John Hancock, the President of the Congress, was the first to sign the 

Declaration.  The document is sheet of parchment measuring 24¼ by 29¾ 

inches.  

 

• A handprint appears on the bottom left corner of the Declaration of 

Independence, but no one is sure how it got there. The document was handled, 

rolled, and traveled about and exhibited extensively in its early life. Attempting to 

clean the handprint and other soil that has worked into the parchment could 

damage the fragile document.  

 

• The Declaration of Independence is housed in a specially sealed case containing 

the inert argon gas with a controlled amount of humidity to keep the parchment 

flexible. The case is constructed of bullet-resistant materials. The document is 

closely guarded.  

 

• If you were a member of the Second Continental Congress in 1776, you were a 

rebel and considered a traitor by the King of England. You knew that signing your 

name to the Declaration meant that you pledged your life, your fortune, and your 

honor to the cause of freedom.  

 

• Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, two members of the committee that wrote 

the Declaration, both died on the exact same day, July 4, 1826.  

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  National Archives, www.archives.gov  
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Full-Text of the Declaration of Independence 

 

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 

 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 

 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 

the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the 

powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of 

Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 

they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. --That to secure these rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, -- 

That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 

Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 

foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 

seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate 

that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient 

causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 

suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 

which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 

invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, 

it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards 

for their future security. -- Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and 

such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of 

Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated 

injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute 

Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

 

 He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for 

the public good. 

 He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing 

importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; 

and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

 He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of 

people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the 

Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.  



 He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, 

and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of 

fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.  

 He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly 

firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. 

 He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be 

elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to 

the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed 

to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. 

 He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that 

purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others 

to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations 

of Lands. 

 He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to 

Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. 

 He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their 

offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 

 He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers 

to harrass our people, and eat out their substance. 

 He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the 

Consent of our legislatures. 

 He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil 

power. 

 He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 

constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of 

pretended Legislation: 

 For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

 For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which 

they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

 For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

 For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:  

 For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 

 For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences 

 For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, 

establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to 

render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule 

into these Colonies: 

 For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering 

fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 

 For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with 

power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

 He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and 



waging War against us. 

 He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and 

destroyed the lives of our people.  

 He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat 

the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of 

Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy 

the Head of a civilized nation. 

 He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear 

Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, 

or to fall themselves by their Hands.  

 He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to 

bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known 

rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

 

 In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the 

most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated 

injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a 

Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

 

 Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have 

warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an 

unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of 

our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and 

magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to 

disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and 

correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 

consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our 

Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in 

Peace Friends. 

 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General 

Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of 

our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 

solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 

Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 

Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is 

and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have 

full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to 

do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the 

support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, 

we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

______________________________________________________________________ 



The 56 signatures on the Declaration appear in the positions indicated: 

 

Column 1    Column 2 

  Georgia:      North Carolina: 

  Button Gwinnett     William Hooper 

  Lyman Hall        Joseph Hewes 

  George Walton     John Penn 

       

      South Carolina: 

         Edward Rutledge 

              Thomas Heyward, Jr. 

              Thomas Lynch, Jr. 

            Arthur Middleton 

 Column 3 

   Massachusetts:    Virginia 

   John Hancock         George Wythe 

 Maryland:         Richard Henry Lee 

   Samuel Chase        Thomas Jefferson 

   William Paca        Benjamin Harrison 

   Thomas Stone         Thomas Nelson, Jr. 

   Charles Carroll of Carrollton        Francis Lightfoot Lee 

        Carter Braxton 

 

Column 4     Column 5 

Pennsylvania:    New York 

   Robert Morris       William Floyd 

   Benjamin Rush       Philip Livingston 

     Benjamin Franklin       Francis Lewis 

   John Morton       Lewis Morris 

   George Clymer    New Jersey 

   James Smith       Richard Stockton 

   George Taylor       John Witherspoon 

   James Wilson       Francis Hopkinson 

   George Ross       John Hart 

 Delaware:        Abraham Clark 

     Caesar Rodney 

    George Read 

    Thomas McKean 

   

  



Column 6 

New Hampshire:    Connecticut:      

   Josiah Bartlett       Roger Sherman 

   William Whipple       Samuel Huntington 

Massachusetts:       William Williams 

   Samuel Adams       Oliver Wolcott 

   John Adams    New Hampshire: 

     Robert Treat Paine      Matthew Thornton 

     Elbridge Gerry 

  Rhode Island: 

     Stephen Hopkins 

     William Ellery 

 

   

   



Required Recitation Passage from the Declaration of Independence 

 

Per Florida Statute 1003.421, during the last full-week of September, at the beginning 

of each school day or in homeroom, public school principals and teachers shall 

conduct an oral recitation by students of the following words of the Declaration of 

Independence: 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with 

certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, 

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed.” 
 

 

 



Lesson Plans and Classroom 

Activities for the 

Elementary Classroom 

 
• The Declaration of Independence and Independence Day – 

Primary  

 

• The Biography of Thomas Jefferson - Primary 

 

• Why Do We Celebrate on July 4th? - Primary 

 

• Alphabet Soup: Freedom - Primary 

 

• History of the Declaration of Independence – Intermediate 

 

• New Words, Same Meaning - Paraphrasing the Declaration 

of Independence – Intermediate 

 

• The Biography of Thomas Jefferson – Intermediate 

 

• Why Do Celebrate on July 4th? – Intermediate 

 

• Interview the Signers of the Declaration of Independence - 

Intermediate 

• Additional Elementary Activities to Support Celebrate 

Freedom Week 



 
 
 

 
GRADE LEVEL:  Social Studies – Elementary - Primary Grades 

 

TITLE:  The Declaration of Independence and Independence Day 

 

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. Objectives 

that support the Tested Benchmarks for the 7th Grade End-of-Course Exam (EOC) in 

Civics are noted with TB. 

 

1. The student will identify the Declaration of Independence as one of the documents 

that serves as the basis for American democratic ideals and principles.  

 

2. The student will define concepts important to American democracy including 

independence, freedom, and justice. 

 

3. The student will describe how English policies and responses to colonial concerns 

led to the writing of the Declaration of Independence. (TB) 

 

4. The student will identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. (FS) 

 

5. The student will, with prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key 

details in a text. (FS) 

 

6. The student will actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and 

understanding. (FS) 

 

7. The student will confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented 

orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key details 

and requesting clarification if something is not understood. (FS)

SUGGESTED TIME: 1 hour  

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Read aloud and discuss Handout A – “The Declaration of Independence and 

Independence Day” (provided).  Save the “Questions” on Handout B (provided) 

for later. 

 

2. Define and discuss key vocabulary terms found in the lesson including: settler 

(pioneer, new comer) colony (settlement), colonist (person living in a colony or 
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settlement), freedom (liberty or independence), independence (freedom), and 

justice (fairness).  Ask students to cite examples of “fair vs. unfair.”  Also ask 

students to cite examples of the freedoms they have as citizens/residents of the 

United States; e.g., speech, religion, privacy, voting. 

 

3. On a map, point out the location of England and the 13 English Colonies (a map 

of the 13 colonies is provided in the Background section of this instructional 

resource guide.).  Note the distance between North America and England 

(varies; about 3,400 miles to New York) and the Atlantic Ocean that separates 

them. 

 

 TEACHER’S NOTE:  If a world map is unavailable, a simple outline map 

showing the world’s continents and oceans may be found at: 

 http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121028200327/conworld/images/c/cf/World

_250_million_years_ago.png  

 

4. Define tax (money collected by the government to provide services to the public; 

e.g., schools, fire and police services).  Explain that England felt that the 

colonists were English subjects (citizens) and should pay English taxes.  Further 

explain that a growing number of colonists felt the taxes were unfair since the 

colonists were not represented in English government (“No Taxation without 

Representation!).  Explain that American colonial leaders asked the King to allow 

them to rule themselves.  When he refused, some colonists wanted to fight for 

their freedom.  The American Revolution was the result. 

 

TEACHER’S NOTE:  A 3 minute School House Rock video on the causes of the 

American Revolution is also available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8BwWBc571k   

 

5. Explain that the Declaration of Independence was written to declare 

independence (freedom) for the American colonies.  Tell students that the men 

who signed the Declaration were very brave because declaring independence 

was considered an act of treason (disloyalty; betrayal) against the King and 

England. 

 

6. Re-read Handout A – “The Declaration of Independence and Independence Day” 

(provided).  Have students orally answer Handout B – “Questions” about the 

reading (provided). 

 

7. Read aloud to students the following excerpt from the Declaration of 

Independence: 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121028200327/conworld/images/c/cf/World_250_million_years_ago.png
http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121028200327/conworld/images/c/cf/World_250_million_years_ago.png
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8BwWBc571k


are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these 

are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, 

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed.” 

 

Explain that these important words are taken from the actual Declaration of 

Independence.  As appropriate to the age and maturity of students, discuss the 

concepts of life, liberty (freedom), and pursuit of happiness (includes the right to 

choose where to live and work, the right to own property, etc.).  

 

TEACHER’S NOTE:  A short School House Rock video on the Declaration of 

Independence is also available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrSeCYSnj5Y  

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY: Oral questioning and reading activity 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: Handout A – “The Declaration of Independence and 

Independence Day” (provided); Handout B – “Questions” (provided); map of the 13 

colonies (provided in the Background section of this instructional resource guide). 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Find or draw pictures to illustrate the concept of freedom and justice (fairness). 

 

2. Find or draw pictures to illustrate how Americans celebrate Independence Day. 

 

SOURCE: The reading was adapted from the Horizons series by Harcourt Publishers, 

copyright 2005.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrSeCYSnj5Y


The Declaration of Independence and Independence Day 
 Handout A - Primary 

 

Many early settlers came to North America from England.  They settled 

along the coast of North America in colonies.  A colony is land ruled by 

another country.  England was very far away across the Atlantic Ocean.  

Not all settlers or colonists were happy about having to follow the laws of 

England.  The colonists also felt that the taxes they had to pay England 

were unfair.  The colonists felt that they should not pay the taxes since they 

were not represented in England’s government.  The colonists said, “No 

Taxation without Representation!” 

 

The colonists wanted to be treated fairly.  England was ruled by King 

George III who would not let the American colonists rule themselves.  They 

complained to the King.  The colonists wanted justice and freedom. The 

King did not listen.  In 1775, American colonists went to war with England. 

The war was called the American Revolution.   

 

In 1776, leaders in the colonies asked five men, including Thomas 

Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and John Adams, to write the Declaration of 

Independence.  Independence means to be free from control by another 

country.  The Declaration of Independence said that the colonists were 

Americans and should be free.  The Declaration of Independence was 

signed on July 4, 1776. 

 

The American colonists won the war with England.  The United States of 

America was created because the colonists won the war.  Today, 

Americans celebrate their freedom and the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence every July 4th.  The holiday is called Independence Day.  It 

is the birthday of the United States! 

 

 
Source: The reading was adapted from the Horizons series by Harcourt Publishers, copyright 2005.  



The Declaration of Independence and Independence Day  
Handout B - Primary 

 

Questions: 

 

1. Why were the colonists unhappy with England and the King? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did the Declaration of Independence say that the colonists 

wanted? 

       

 

 

 

 

3.   Why is Independence Day called the birthday of the United States? 

 

 

 

 

           

4.   Place these events in the correct order (1-4): 

 

_____ The colonists were unhappy and complained to the King. 

 

_____ Settlers came to America from England. 

 

_____ The American colonists won the war with England. 

 

_____ The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776. 

 



 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL:  Social Studies - Elementary - Primary Grades 

 

TITLE:  The Biography of Thomas Jefferson 

 

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

 

1. The student will identify Thomas Jefferson as the primary author of the 

Declaration of Independence and as an advocate for American democratic ideals 

and principles.  

 

2. The student will identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. (FS) 

 

3. The student will, with prompting and support, ask and answer questions about 

key details in a text. (FS) 

 

4. The student will actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and 

understanding. (FS) 

 

5. The student will confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information 

presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions 

about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood. (FS)

SUGGESTED TIME: 1 hour  

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Define “biography.” (The life story of a person.)  Explain the difference between a 

“biography” and “autobiography.” (The life story of a person written by the person 

himself.) 

 

2. Define and discuss key vocabulary terms found in the reading (Handout A; 

provided) including: colony, minister, French, Greek, Latin, freedom, justice, and 

independence.  Also ask students to cite examples of the freedoms they have as 

citizens/residents of the United States; e.g., speech, religion, voting. 

 

3. Show students the image of Thomas Jefferson (provided).  Read aloud and 

discuss Handout A – “The Biography of Thomas Jefferson” (provided). Save the 

“Questions” on Handout B (provided) for later. 
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4. On a world map, point out the location of England and the 13 English Colonies.  

(Maps of the colonies are provided in the Background section of this instructional 

resource guide.)  

 
Note the distance between England and North America (varies; about 3,400 

miles to New York) and the Atlantic Ocean that separates them.  Also, point out 

the location of the colony of Virginia.  (Explain that Florida was not one of the 13 

colonies.  It was colonized by Spain.) 

 

 TEACHER’S NOTE:  If a world map is unavailable, a simple outline map 

showing the world’s continents and oceans may be found at: 

http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121028200327/conworld/images/c/cf/World

_250_million_years_ago.png  

 

5. Re-read Handout A – “The Biography of Thomas Jefferson” (provided).  Have 

students orally answer Handout B – “Questions” (provided) about the reading. 

 

6. Remind students that Jefferson was the primary author of the Declaration of 

Independence.  Read aloud to students the following excerpt from the 

Declaration of Independence: 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these 

are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, 

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed.” 

 

Explain that these important words are taken from the actual Declaration of 

Independence.  As appropriate to the age and maturity of students, discuss the 

concepts of life, liberty (freedom), and pursuit of happiness (includes the right to 

choose where to live and work, the right to own property, etc.).  

  

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY: Oral questioning and reading activity 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: Handout A –“The Biography of Thomas Jefferson” 

(provided); image of Thomas Jefferson (provided); Handout B – “Questions” (provided), 

and map of the 13 colonies (provided in the Background section of this instructional 

resource guide). 

 

 

 

http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121028200327/conworld/images/c/cf/World_250_million_years_ago.png
http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121028200327/conworld/images/c/cf/World_250_million_years_ago.png


 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Find or draw pictures of Thomas Jefferson and other colonial patriots; e.g., John 

Adams, Samuel Adams, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington. 

2. Find or draw pictures to illustrate the words students identified to describe 

Jefferson in question 3 of Handout B. 

 

SOURCES: Kings Park Elementary School, Springfield, Virginia 

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/bios/ (link no longer available); Social 

Studies for Kids http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/bios/
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/


 

Image of Thomas Jefferson 

 

 
 

Source: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=images+Founding+Fathers&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2

&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKeJ7vL2-

8YCFY2WiAodExMGvA&dpr=1  

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=images+Founding+Fathers&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKeJ7vL2-8YCFY2WiAodExMGvA&dpr=1
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+Founding+Fathers&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKeJ7vL2-8YCFY2WiAodExMGvA&dpr=1
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+Founding+Fathers&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKeJ7vL2-8YCFY2WiAodExMGvA&dpr=1


 

Biography of Thomas Jefferson   Handout A - Primary 

 

Thomas Jefferson was born on April 13, 1743 in the English colony of 

Virginia.   Thomas was from an important family.  He had six sisters and 

one brother.  

 

Thomas was a very good student.  At age 9, Thomas went to live with a 

Scottish minister who taught him new languages, including French, Greek, 

and Latin, along with his regular subjects. He entered William and Mary 

College in Virginia at age 16.  After he graduated, he studied law.   

 

Thomas had strong beliefs about the importance of freedom.  His beliefs 

were influenced by his studies and by friends such as Patrick Henry and 

Richard Henry Lee.  His beliefs led him to support the American colonies 

when they asked to be free from England.  Thomas and other colonists in 

America wanted justice and freedom. They wanted the colonies to be 

independent from England.  The King did not listen.  In 1775, American 

colonists went to war with England. The war was called the American 

Revolution.   

 

In 1776, leaders in the colonies asked Thomas to help write the Declaration 

of Independence.  Independence means to be free from control by another 

country.  Thomas had help from Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and other 

men when he wrote the Declaration of Independence.  It was signed on 

July 4, 1776. 

 

Americans became free from England by winning the American Revolution.  

Thomas served the United States for many years.  He was the Vice-

President and later the third President of the United States.  Thomas died 

on July 4, 1826.  He died exactly 50 years after the Declaration of 

Independence was signed. 

 

 

 
Sources: Kings Park Elementary School, Springfield, Virginia, 

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/bios/  (link no longer active); and, Social Studies for Kids 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/   

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/bios/
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/


  

Biography of Thomas Jefferson    Handout B - Primary 

 

1. What subjects did Thomas Jefferson study in school? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did Thomas Jefferson and other colonists want from England? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Think about Thomas Jefferson’s life and his beliefs.  What words best 

describe Thomas Jefferson? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Place the following events in order (1-3): 

 

_____Thomas Jefferson studies law. 

 

_____Thomas Jefferson becomes the President of the United States. 

 

_____Thomas Jefferson helps write the Declaration of Independence. 



 

 

 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary - Primary Grades 

 

TITLE:  Why Do We Celebrate on July 4th? 

 

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS.  

 

1. The student will identify the Declaration of Independence as one of the 

documents that serves as the basis for American democratic ideals and 

principles. 

 

2. The student will identify July 4th as “Independence Day,” a national holiday. 

 

3.  The student will identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. (FS) 

 

4. The student will, with prompting and support, ask and answer questions about 

key details in a text. (FS)  

 

SUGGESTED TIME: 30 minutes 

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Ask students when they celebrate their birthday.  Remind students that a birthday 

marks the day someone or something was born.  In history, on July 4, 1776, the 

United States was born as a new, free nation. 

 

2. Read the brief story, “Why Do We Celebrate on July 4th?”  Discuss the following 

questions: 

 

• What really happened on July 4, 1776? 

 

• When did July 4th become a national holiday? 

 

3. Ask students to recall how their families celebrate July 4th each year. 
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ASSESSMENT STRATEGY: Oral questioning and reading activity 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: Handout A – “Why Do We Celebrate on July 4th?” 

(provided). 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:   Have students take home a copy of Handout A - Why Do 

Celebrate on July 4th? to read with their family.  Mark the date on the family calendar 

and discuss how the family will celebrate this important holiday next year. 

 

SOURCE: Adapted from constitutionfacts.com  



Why Do Celebrate on July 4th?   Handout A Primary 

Americans celebrate Independence Day on the July 4th every year. We 

think of July 4, 1776, as the day the United States became a new, free 

country.  But the Declaration of Independence was not signed on July 4th!   

So what did happen on July 4, 1776? 

The men we call the Founding Fathers agreed to what was written in the 

Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. The men had been working 

on finishing it for a couple of days. 

July 4, 1776, became the date that was included on the beautiful 

handwritten copy of the Declaration of Independence that was signed in 

August.  July 4, 1776 was printed on the copies of the Declaration that 

were read throughout the new nation.  

Almost a hundred years after the Declaration was written, July 4th became 

a national holiday.  Americans have been celebrating this holiday ever 

since.  July 4th is the birthday of the United States of America! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Adapted from constitutionfacts.com 

 

 



 

 
GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary - Primary Grades 

 

TITLE:  Alphabet Soup: Freedom 

 

OBJECTIVES: Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS.  

   

1. The student will demonstrate an understanding of American democratic ideals 

and principles.  

 

2. The student will, with guidance and support from adults, recall information 

experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 

(FS) 

 

SUGGESTED TIME: 1 hour  

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Review the concepts studied in previous lessons regarding the Declaration of 

Independence; e.g., freedom, independence, liberty. 

 

2. Working as a class, complete the “Alphabet Soup: Freedom” worksheet 

(provided).  For each letter, create a sentence that summarizes a main point 

about the concept of freedom. The first word of each sentence should begin with 

the letter in the box. 

 

3.   Have students draw a picture illustrating what freedom means to them. 

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY: Oral discussion and completion of the “Alphabet Soup: 

Freedom” activity. 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: Handout A – “Alphabet Soup:  Freedom” (provided) 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:   

1. Have students complete the Alphabet Soup: Freedom exercise again at home 

with their parents or guardians. 

2. Develop another Alphabet Soup activity for additional American ideals and 

principles; e.g., equality, fairness. 

 

SOURCE:  The lesson was adapted from the Ohio Department of Education  
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Alphabet Soup:  Freedom    Handout A Primary 
 

Directions:  As a class, create a sentence that summarizes what you have 
learned about the freedom the colonists wanted.  The first word of each sentence 
should begin with the letter in the box. 
 

Letter Sentence 

F  
 
 
 

R  
 
 
 

E  
 
 
 

E  
 
 
 

D  
 
 
 

O  
 
 
 

M  
 
 
 

 
 
On the back, draw a picture of what freedom means to you. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL:     Social Studies – Elementary - Intermediate Grades 

 

TITLE:  History of the Declaration of Independence 

 

OBJECTIVES: Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. Objectives 

that support the Tested Benchmarks for the 7th Grade End-of-Course Exam (EOC) in 

Civics are noted with TB.   

 

1. The student will identify the Declaration of Independence as one of the documents 

that serves as the basis for American democratic ideals and principles.  

 

2. The student will describe how English policies and responses to colonial concerns 

led to the writing of the Declaration of Independence (TB) 

 

3. The student will analyze the ideas (natural rights, role of the government) and 

complaints set forth in the Declaration of Independence. (TB) 

 

4. The student will define “unalienable rights” as outlined in the Declaration of 

Independence and cite examples of each right. 

 

5. The student will determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by 

key details; summarize the text. (FS) 

 

6. The student will describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 

scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using 

language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (FS) 

 

SUGGESTED TIME: 1-2 hours 

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Write the word “independence” (or “freedom”) on the board.  Ask students to 

define the term and give examples.  Explain that this lesson will help them 

understand how the United States became a free and independent nation. 

 

2. For background information, have students read/review textbook passages about 

the events in Colonial America that led to the American Revolution.  Explain to 

the students that England felt that the colonists were English subjects and should 

pay English taxes (money collected by the government to provide services to the 
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public; e.g., military services).  Further explain that a growing number of colonists 

felt the taxes were unfair since the colonists were not represented in English 

government (“No Taxation without Representation!).  Explain that American 

colonial leaders asked the King to allow them to rule themselves.  When he 

refused, some colonists wanted to fight for their freedom.  The American 

Revolution was the result. 

 

TEACHER’S NOTE:  A 3 minute School House Rock video on the causes of the 

American Revolution is also available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8BwWBc571k  

 

3. Review key vocabulary with students including:  freedom, independence, liberty, 

and rebellion. 

 

4. Read Handout A – “History of the Declaration of Independence” (provided) and 

answer the “Questions” on Handout B (provided). 

 

5. Define “unalienable rights” as outlined in the Declaration. (i.e., Rights that cannot 

be taken away or denied are unalienable rights.  The Declaration of 

Independence says people have the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness.) 

 

 As a class, have students cite examples of each right.  Ask students to consider 

if they would be willing to give up these rights or if they would fight for them as 

the colonists did beginning in 1775.  Ask students to consider what would have 

happened to the colonists if they had lost the war with England.  (The signers of 

the Declaration would most likely have been executed as traitors.)   

 

 TEACHER’S NOTE: Many of the ideas Thomas Jefferson included in the 

Declaration were borrowed. The idea that all people are equal and that no person 

is born with the right to have power over another came from the French 

philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau.  The belief that people have certain natural 

rights or unalienable rights and that no government may interfere with them came 

from the English philosopher John Locke.  Locke defined those rights as “life, 

liberty, and property.”  (Property includes the right to choose where to live and 

work, the right to own property, etc.) Jefferson added “the pursuit of happiness.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8BwWBc571k


6. Read aloud to students the following excerpt from the Declaration of 

Independence: 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these 

are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, 

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed.” 

 

 Explain that these important words are taken from the actual Declaration of 

Independence.  As appropriate to the age and maturity of students, discuss the 

following: 

 

• Throughout the history of our nation, have all individuals been treated equally 

and fairly?  Give examples to explain your answer. 

• Agree or Disagree?  When one person loses his/her rights, we all lose our 

rights. 

• What does it mean when the Declaration states that governments are 

“instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 

governed”? 

 
TEACHER’S NOTE:  A short School House Rock video on the Declaration of 

Independence is also available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrSeCYSnj5Y 

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY: Oral questioning and reading activity 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED:  Handout A – “History of the Declaration of 

Independence” (provided) and the “Questions” on Handout B (provided). 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

1. Using the Internet and print resources, create a time line of the events leading up 

to the writing of the Declaration of Independence. 

2. Find or draw pictures to illustrate the unalienable rights outlined in the 

Declaration of Independence. 

3. Find or draw pictures to illustrate how Americans celebrate Independence Day. 

 

SOURCE: The reading was adapted from the Horizons series by Harcourt Publishers 

(copyright 2005) and the history of Independence Day from www.twighlight.com  (link 

no longer active) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrSeCYSnj5Y


History of the Declaration of Independence  Handout A Intermediate 

  

“Thus may the 4th of July, that glorious and ever memorable day, be celebrated 

through America, by the sons of freedom, from age to age till time shall be no 

more. Amen and Amen.”  Virginia Gazette on July 18th, 1777 

 

Although July 4th is celebrated as the day the 13 English colonies declared their 

independence from the King George III and England, the path to independence 

took far longer than a single day.  

 

“No taxation without representation!” That was the battle cry of the 13 colonies in 

North America who were forced to pay taxes to England’s King George III with no 

representation in England’s government (Parliament). As dissatisfaction among 

the colonists grew, English soldiers were sent in to stop any signs of rebellion.  

Peaceful efforts by the colonists to resolve the problems with the King and his 

government were unsuccessful.  In April 1775, the war between the 13 colonies 

and England began at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts.  The American 

Revolution actually began before the Declaration of Independence was written!  

Was it time for the Americans to formally declare their independence from 

England and the King? 

 

While meeting in Philadelphia on June 11, 1776, the colonies’ Second 

Continental Congress formed a committee to write a document that would 

declare the colonies free. The committee included Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin 

Franklin, John Adams, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston. The draft 

document was written by Jefferson, a young lawyer from Virginia who was 

considered the committee’s best writer.  

  

In the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson explained why the American 

colonies should be free and independent.  Jefferson used the simple argument 

that people are born with certain “unalienable rights,” meaning rights that cannot 

be taken away.  These rights include life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  

Next, Jefferson said that if a government abuses the rights of people, the people 

have the right to change the government.  The Declaration includes a lengthy list 

of the abuses the King and England brought on the colonists.  Because of these 

abuses, the Declaration said that the American colonists were declaring 

themselves free. 



History of the Declaration of Independence Handout A Intermediate continued 

 

A total of 86 changes were made to Jefferson’s draft!  The final version of the 

Declaration of Independence was officially adopted by the Continental Congress 

on July 4, 1776. The next day, copies of the Declaration of Independence were 

distributed.  On July 6, The Pennsylvania Evening Post became the first 

newspaper to print the document.  

 

On July 8, 1776, the Declaration was read aloud in Philadelphia’s Independence 

Square to the ringing of bells and band music.  

 

Now, true independence depended on the outcome of the American Revolution! 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source:  The reading was adapted from the Horizons series by Harcourt Publishers (copyright 2005) 

and the History of Independence Day from www.twighlight.com (link no longer active)   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.twighlight.com/


History of the Declaration of Independence – Questions Handout B Intermediate 

          

1. What did the colonists mean when they said “No taxation without 

representation”? 

 

 

 

2. Why was Thomas Jefferson chosen by the committee to write the 

Declaration of Independence? 

 

 

 3. What is an “unalienable right?”  What are the three unalienable rights 

Jefferson listed in the Declaration? 

 

 

 

4. What is meant by the last sentence of the story which states, “Now, true 

independence depended on the outcome of the American Revolution!” 

 

 

 

5. Agree or disagree? “Signing the Declaration of Independence was a 

dangerous act.”  Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

6. Place the following events in the correct order: 

 

 _____ The American Revolution begins in Massachusetts. 

 

 _____ The colonists complain about “No taxation without representation!” 

 

_____ A committee is formed to write the Declaration of Independence. 

 

_____ The Pennsylvania Post publishes the Declaration of Independence. 

 

 



 
 

GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary - Intermediate Grades 

 

TITLE:  New Words, Same Meaning - Paraphrasing the Declaration of Independence 

 

OBJECTIVES:  Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

   

1. The student will identify the Declaration of Independence as one of the 

documents that serves as the basis for American democratic ideals and 

principles.  

 

2. The student will work as a group to paraphrase the language of a key portion of 

the Declaration of Independence. 

 

3. The student will conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a 

topic. (FS) 

 

4. The student will recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information 

in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. (FS) 

 

5. The student will describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 

scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using 

language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (FS) 

 

6. The student will determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 

words or phrases in a text relevant to a topic or subject area.  (FS) 

 

SUGGESTED TIME:  1-2 hours 

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Define paraphrasing (to re-state something using other words).  Explain that 

paraphrasing is an important skill and an excellent way of determining whether 

students truly comprehend what they are reading. 

 

2. To illustrate the skill of paraphrasing, ask students to paraphrase the following 

statements: 

 

“It is illegal to operate a motor vehicle past the speed limit noted on traffic signs.” 

Celebrate Freedom 
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(e.g., It is against the law to drive a car faster than the speed limit posted on 

signs.) 

 

“The teacher insisted that all students follow the rules by sitting properly and not 

speaking aloud without obtaining permission from the teacher.  Violators would 

serve an afternoon detention.”  (e.g., The teacher demanded that all students 

follow the rules by sitting still and not speaking until they had permission.  

Anyone who did not follow the rules would have to stay after school.) 

 

3. Explain that in this lesson, students will be asked to read an important passage 

from the Declaration of Independence and then paraphrase the passage into 

more current English. 

 

4. To provide a context for the lesson, review the passages in the student textbook 

or Handout A – “The History of the Declaration of Independence” from the 

previous lesson outlining the events in Colonial America that led to the American 

Revolution.   

 

5. Divide the class into groups of three and distribute copies of the quote below 

from Declaration of Independence to each group.  Also supply each group with a 

dictionary. 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these 

are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, 

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed.” 

 

6. Assign each group with the task of paraphrasing the quote from the Declaration 

and re-writing it into more current language.  Offer the following questions as a 

guide: 

 

• After reading and discussing the quote with your group for the first time, can 

you break down the quote into smaller pieces making it easier to understand? 

 

• What are the main ideas the writer is to trying to help you understand?  Ask 

each group member to attempt to paraphrase the quote or a portion of the 

quote. 

 

• What new vocabulary words used in the quote do you not understand?  Look 

these words up in the dictionary.  Also read the examples given with the 

definition.  Do the examples help you better understand the words being used 

in the quote? 



 

• What words or sentences can you suggest to re-write the quote into more 

current language?  Is your paraphrasing clear and does it still express the 

original ideas of the writer? 

 

7. Have each group share the results of the exercise.  Using the best ideas from 

each group, create a “new” Declaration of Independence and post the 

paraphrasing in the classroom. 

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY: Group work and class discussion 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: Copies of the quotation and dictionaries for each 

group. 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:  Illustrate the “new” Declaration of Independence developed 

by the class. 

 

SOURCE: The lesson was adapted from the lesson entitled, “Declaration of 

Independence from Plagiarism” found at educationworld.com 



 

 
GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary - Intermediate Grades 

 

TITLE:  The Biography of Thomas Jefferson 

 

OBJECTIVES: Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

 

1. The student will identify Thomas Jefferson as the primary author of the 

Declaration of Independence and as an advocate for American democratic ideals 

and principles.  

2. The student will determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported 

by key details; summarize the text. (FS) 

3. The student will describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 

scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using 

language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (FS) 

 

SUGGESTED TIME: 1 hour  

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Define “biography.” (The life story of a person.)  Explain the difference between a 

“biography” and “autobiography.” (The life story of a person written by the person 

himself.) 

 

2. Define and discuss key vocabulary terms/concepts found in the reading (Handout 

A) including: surveyor, clergyman, Scottish, French, Greek, Latin, legislature, 

delegate, philosopher, eloquently, draft, freedom, pursuit of liberty, and consent. 

Also ask students to cite examples of the freedoms they have as 

citizens/residents of the United States; e.g., speech, religion, privacy, voting. 

 

3. Show students an image of Thomas Jefferson (provided). 

 
Read aloud and discuss Handout A – “The Biography of Thomas Jefferson” 

(provided).  Save the “Questions” on Handout B (provided) for later. 

 

4. On a map, point out the location of England and the 13 English Colonies (a map 

of the 13 colonies is provided in the Background section of this instructional 

resource guide.).  Note the distance between North America and England 

(varies; about 3,400 miles to New York) and the Atlantic Ocean that separates 

them. 

 

 TEACHER’S NOTE:  If a world map is unavailable, a simple outline map 
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showing the world’s continents and oceans may be found at: 

http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121028200327/conworld/images/c/cf/World

_250_million_years_ago.png   

 

5. Re-read Handout A – “The Biography of Thomas Jefferson” (provided).  Have 

students orally answer Handout B – “Questions” (provided) about the reading. 

 

Remind students that Jefferson was the primary author of the Declaration of 

Independence.  Read aloud to students the following excerpt from the 

Declaration of Independence: 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these 

are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, 

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed.” 

 

Explain that these important words are taken from the actual Declaration of 

Independence.  As appropriate to the age and maturity of students, discuss the 

concepts of life, liberty (freedom), and pursuit of happiness (includes the right to 

choose where to live and work, the right to own property, etc.).  

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Oral questioning and reading activity 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: Image of Thomas Jefferson (provided); Handout A –

“The Biography of Thomas Jefferson” (provided), Handout B – “Questions” (provided), 

and map (A map of the 13 colonies is provided in the Background section of this 

instructional resource guide.) 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Find or draw pictures of Thomas Jefferson and other colonial patriots; e.g., John 

Adams, Samuel Adams, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington. 

2. After reading the biography of Jefferson, ask students to identify character traits 

that Jefferson exemplified; e.g., courage, leadership, fairness.  Draw or find 

pictures that represent these character traits. 

 

SOURCES: Kings Park Elementary School, Springfield, Virginia 

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/bios/  (link no longer available) and Social 

Studies for Kids http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/    

http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121028200327/conworld/images/c/cf/World_250_million_years_ago.png
http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121028200327/conworld/images/c/cf/World_250_million_years_ago.png
http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/bios/
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/


Image of Thomas Jefferson 

 

 
 

Source: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=images+Founding+Fathers&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2

&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKeJ7vL2-

8YCFY2WiAodExMGvA&dpr=1 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=images+Founding+Fathers&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKeJ7vL2-8YCFY2WiAodExMGvA&dpr=1
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+Founding+Fathers&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKeJ7vL2-8YCFY2WiAodExMGvA&dpr=1
https://www.google.com/search?q=images+Founding+Fathers&rlz=1C1RNLG_enUS526US526&espv=2&biw=1920&bih=979&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0CB0QsARqFQoTCKeJ7vL2-8YCFY2WiAodExMGvA&dpr=1


The Biography of Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)   Handout A Intermediate 

 

Thomas Jefferson was born on April 13, 1743 in Shadwell, Virginia. One of eight 

children, his father was a wealthy surveyor who owned many slaves and his 

mother came from an important Virginia family. Jefferson had six sisters and one 

brother. 

 

At age 9, Jefferson went to live with a Scottish clergyman, who taught him 

French, Greek, and Latin along with his regular subjects. Young Jefferson 

developed a life-long hunger for learning. Jefferson entered William and Mary 

College in Williamsburg, Virginia at age 16 and, after graduation, he studied law.  

 

 In 1769, Jefferson was elected to the Virginia House of Burgesses (legislature), 

where he developed friendships with other champions of individual liberty like 

Patrick Henry and Richard Henry Lee. Six years later, he was elected to serve as 

a delegate to the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  In 

1775, the Congress asked Jefferson to work on a committee of five men, which 

also included Benjamin Franklin and John Adams, to write a declaration of 

independence from England.  Borrowing ideas from the English philosopher John 

Locke, Jefferson eloquently, but clearly, explained the reasons why the American 

colonists should not be subject to the authority of the English government. The 

result was the Declaration of Independence. After revising some portions of the 

draft, the Continental Congress approved the Declaration of Independence on 

July 4, 1776. 

 

The Declaration of Independence said that all men were equal and that God had 

given them certain rights. Those rights included life, freedom, and the pursuit of 

happiness. It went on to say that men created governments in order to make sure 

all men had these rights and that governments received their power from those 

men.  These ideas are stated in the following quote from the Declaration of 

Independence. 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that 

among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure 

these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed.”  



 

The Biography of Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)   Handout A Intermediate continued 

 

Jefferson left the Continental Congress in 1776 and served in the Virginia 

legislature until his election as governor in 1779. He was governor from 1779 to  

1781. Following the American Revolution, Jefferson served the United States as 

the Minister to France, Secretary of State, and Vice-President under President  

John Adams. 

 

Thomas Jefferson served as the new nation’s third president from 1801-1809.  

During the last 17 years of his life, Jefferson remained in Virginia.   He died at his 

home, Monticello, on July 4, 1826 on the 50th anniversary of the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sources: Kings Park Elementary School, Springfield, Virginia 

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/bios/  (link no longer active) and Social Studies for Kids 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/  

 

 

 

http://www.fcps.edu/KingsParkES/technology/bios/
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/


Questions - The Biography of Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) Handout B Intermediate 

 

 

1. Cite evidence from the reading to support the following statement:  “Young 

Jefferson developed a life-long hunger for learning.” 

 

 

 

2. What individuals influenced Jefferson’s beliefs regarding the importance of 

liberty? 

 

 

 

3. Explain the phrase: “Jefferson eloquently, but clearly explained the 

reasons why American colonists should not be subject to the authority of 

the English government.” 

 

 

 

4. Agree or disagree.  “Thomas Jefferson, like others who supported freedom 

for the colonies, risked being considered traitors.”  Explain your answer.   

 

 

 

 

5. Place the following events in order (1-5): 

 

_____Jefferson studies law. 

 

_____Jefferson works to draft the Declaration of Independence. 

 

_____Jefferson serves as President of the United States. 

 

_____Jefferson serves in the House of Burgesses. 

 

_____Jefferson serves as Governor of Virginia. 

 



 

 

 
 
GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary - Intermediate Grades 

 

TITLE:  Why Do Celebrate on July 4th? 

OBJECTIVES: Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. 

 

1. The student will identify the Declaration of Independence as one of the 

documents that serves as the basis for American democratic ideals and 

principles.  

 

2. The student will determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported 

by key details; summarize the text. (FS) 

 

3. The student will describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 

scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using 

language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (FS) 

SUGGESTED TIME:  30 minutes 

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Ask students to list 3 important dates in their lives.  By a show of hands, how 

many students listed their birthday first on their list?  Why?  Many, if not most 

people, consider their birthday the most important day in their lives.  In American 

history, July 4, 1776, is considered one of the most significant days and holidays.  

Why?  This is the date the United States was born as a new, free nation. 

 

2. Read the brief story, “Why Do We Celebrate on July 4th?” (provided). Discuss the 

following questions: 

 

• What significant events did not happen on July 4, 1776? 

 

• What really happened on July 4, 1776? 

 

• When did July 4th become a national holiday? 

 

3. Ask students to recall how their families celebrate July 4th each year.  
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ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Oral questioning and reading activity 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED: Handout A – “Why Do Celebrate on July 4th?” 

(provided). 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:   Have students take home a copy of Handout A – “Why Do 

Celebrate on July 4th?” to read with their family.  Mark the date on the family calendar 

and discuss how the family will celebrate this important holiday next year. 

 

SOURCE:  Adapted from constitutionfacts.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why Do Celebrate on July 4th? Handout A Intermediate 

The Declaration of Independence 

Americans celebrate Independence Day on the Fourth of July every year. We think of 

July 4, 1776, as the day the United States became a new, free country.  But July 4, 1776 

wasn't the day that the American colonists decided to declare independence from 

England.  They did that on July 2, 1776. It wasn’t the day the American Revolution 

started either.  That had happened back in April 1775.  It was not even the day the 

Declaration was signed.  That was August 2, 1776. 

So what did happen on July 4, 1776? 

The group of men we call patriots actually approved the final wording of the Declaration 

of Independence on July 4, 1776. They'd been working on finishing it for a couple of 

days. 

July 4, 1776, became the date that was included on the Declaration of Independence, 

and the beautiful handwritten copy that was signed in August.  It is also the date that was 

printed on the copies of the Declaration that were read throughout the new nation. So 

when people thought of the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 was the date they 

remembered. 

Almost a hundred years after the Declaration was written, Congress first declared July 

4th to be a national holiday.  Americans have been celebrating this holiday ever since. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adapted from:  constitutionfacts.com 



 

 

 
 
GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies – Elementary - Intermediate Grades 

 

TITLE:  Interview the Signers of the Declaration of Independence 

 

OBJECTIVES: Objectives from the Florida Standards are noted with FS. Objectives that 

support the Tested Benchmarks for the 7th Grade End-of-Course Exam (EOC) in Civics 

are noted with TB.  

 

1. The student will identify the Declaration of Independence as one of the 

documents that serves as the basis for American democratic ideals and 

principles.  

 

2. The student will describe how English policies and responses to colonial 

concerns led to the writing of the Declaration of Independence (TB) 

 

3. The student will write at least 3 questions to be posed to one of the authors or 

signers of the Declaration of Independence.  

 

4. The student will conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a 

topic. (FS) 

 

5. The student will recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information 

in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. (FS) 

 

6. The student will describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 

scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using 

language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (FS) 

 

SUGGESTED TIME:  1 hour 

 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

1. Ask students how they find out what news is happening in the community, nation, 

and world? (newspapers, magazines, television, Internet)  Ask who researches 

the events and reports on what they have discovered? (reporters)  How do 

reporters develop the story?  (often through interviews with participants or 

witnesses to the events) 

 
Celebrate Freedom 

Elementary  
Lesson Plan 



 

2. Divide the class into four to five groups.  Assign each group one of the following 

signers of the Declaration of Independence:  John Hancock, Thomas Jefferson, 

Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and John Adams.   

 
TEACHER’S NOTE:  56 men signed the Declaration. A complete list of signers is 

included on the final page of the Declaration of Independence provided in the 

Background section of this instructional resource guide. A list of signers and a 

brief biography on each man may be found at ushistory.org, 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/index.html)  

 

3. Challenge students to imagine that they are newspaper reporters in 1776 

covering the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Each group will “meet” 

with one of the signers listed above and ask the signer three questions.  

 

Before students can develop the questions, they must first research the history of 

the Declaration and complete research on the signer they were assigned.   

 

Once the research is completed, have each group brainstorm the questions they 

would ask each signer.  

 

TEACHER’S NOTE: For reference, background readings on the Declaration are 

provided in earlier lessons and in the Background section of this instructional 

resource guide. Brief biographies of each signer of the Declaration may be found 

at ushistory.org, http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/index.html) 

 

4. Have each group present their interview questions to the class. Discuss the 

questions and ask each group to defend/explain their choice of questions. 

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGY:  Research activity and questions developed for the 

interview. 

 

MATERIALS/AIDS NEEDED:  Background information on the writing of Declaration of 

Independence and information on the signers is needed.   

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:   Have students take on the role of a signer of the 

Declaration of Independence and answer the questions developed by each group. 

 

SOURCE:  Adapted from a lesson submitted by Ms. Lois Lewis to Education World at 

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2047.shtml 

 

 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/index.html
http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/index.html
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2047.shtml


 

Additional Elementary Activities to Support Celebrate Freedom Week 

 

• Explain to the class that a long time ago, the 13 colonies were under the rule of 

the King of England (George III) who lived far away. Use a wall map to explain 

the geographical space between the colonies and Great Britain.  This king 

imposed many rules and taxes that made people in the colonies upset because 

they were not always fair rules.  Explain that the Declaration of Independence is 

a statement that was developed long ago to give the colonists permission to rule 

themselves without the abuse of a king.  The Declaration of Independence was 

meant to free them from the unfair rules made by the King of England.  Invite 

students to develop class rules and consequences to be followed for the school 

year.  Have the students draw pictures for each rule developed and post the 

pictures under each rule around the classroom. 

 

• Discuss with students that you have overheard them, at times, make various 

complaints about the treatment of young people. Complaints motivated the 

Founding Fathers at the time of the American Revolution. Give the students a 

brief time in small groups to list general complaints they have about the treatment 

of young people. The complaints should be of a general nature (for example: 

recess should be longer, fourth graders should be able to see PG-13 videos, 

etc.). Collect the list. Choose complaints to share with the class, so you can 

guide the discussion to follow. Save the lists for future reference.   Explain that 

there are moments when all of us are more eager to express what's wrong than 

we are to think critically about the problem and possible solutions. There is no 

reason to think people were any different in 1776. It's important to understand the 

complaints of the colonists as one step in a process involving careful deliberation 

and attempts to redress grievances. Ask questions to help your students 

consider their concerns in a deliberate way. WHO makes the rules they don't 

like? WHO decides if they are fair or not?  HOW does one get them changed?  

WHAT does it mean to be independent from the rules?  And finally, HOW does a 

group of people declare that they will no longer follow the rules?  

 

• Working alone or in small groups, students can draft their own declarations. The 

transcript of the Declaration of Independence will serve as a model, with student 

documents containing the same sections. They should start with their reasons for 

writing (preamble).  Tell students they can model their statement after the 

Preamble to the Declaration. For example, they can begin with the words "When, 

in the course of human events...."  

 
 



 

• Show the class a copy of the Declaration of Independence (if possible, find a 

copy that includes the signatures of the founders).  Write the classroom rules on 

a large yellow chart paper and discuss the rules with the class.  Explain that a 

signature means the person who signs something believes in the worth of the 

document being signed.  Invite the class to sign the poster with the classroom 

rules as their belief of the importance of following classroom rules.  Optional - 

send a copy of the rules home for students to review and discuss.  Have parents 

and students sign a copy of the rules and return it to the classroom teacher. 

 

• After studying about the Declaration of Independence as a symbol of new nation, 

discuss the flag or other patriotic symbols and what they stand for.  You may 

include a school symbol or mascot.  Ask students to create a symbol 

representative of their classroom.  Use this symbol throughout the school year. 

 

• Read and learn about the Fourth of July holiday.  Make sure students understand 

the relevance of this holiday in terms of American independence from Britain. 

 

• Read books/stories such as Aesop’s Fables, Miss Nelson is Missing, Dr.  Seuss’ 

Yertle the Turtle, and Sh! We’re Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz, or other 

stories that are related to civics or civic virtue.  Discuss the importance of rules of 

law.  Based on the readings of the stories, have students rewrite the books by 

reorganizing the storybook leaders in order to form “new rules of order.’  Primary 

age students may draw pictures and include copying basic vocabulary words. 

 

• Read or have students read and discuss the following excerpt from the 

Declaration of Independence:  “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 

Happiness.”  Have students form three teams to research the “truths” contained 

in this excerpt.  “Truths” may include the following:  all men are created equal; 

that all people are born with the same rights, given by God or nature; that these 

rights include life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness and that these rights 

cannot be taken away by man; how government is the way by which people 

secure these rights for all; and how government gets its power through the 

people’s consent, so the people have a right and a duty to govern the 

government or change/amend or abolish a government that abuses its people.  

Ask students to research the various truths and present their findings to the 

class. 

 

 



 

• Write the word freedom on the chalkboard and ask students to brainstorm what 

this word means.  Write their explanations on the board.  Then write freedom of 

expression, freedom of religion, freedom of assembly, freedom of the press, etc., 

and discuss how the Bill of Rights protects citizens of the United States.  Invite 

students to give examples of these freedoms found in television, music, 

newspapers, etc.  Extension Activity:  Ask students to write a Bill of Rights for 

their classroom. 

 

• Explain and discuss the grievances included in the Declaration of Independence 

against the British crown.  Ask upper elementary students to make a list of 

general problems related to a school or classroom issue. Each group should 

share its list of problems with the class.  Have the class prioritize the problems 

and develop a list of possible solutions.  Divide the class into work groups that 

will address each problem and present solutions.  Ask students to write a 

personal Declaration of Independence, including resolutions, based on these 

issues and present them to other class members. 

 

• Have students research and explore how the Declaration of Independence was a 

precursor to the Preamble and our Constitution and therefore, helped form our 

present system of laws and government emphasizing human rights and 

government responsibilities.  Ask students to compare and contrast the various 

documents. 

 

• The Preamble to the Constitution begins with the famous words “We the 

People....”  Explain that it was written by the framers and created the basis of 

government.  Have students read the Preamble and discuss how it set the tone 

for the Constitution of the United States.  Discuss how both, the Preamble and 

the Declaration of Independence make statements about the responsibilities of 

citizens and government.  Have students study the history of these documents 

and compare and contrast the various documents.  

 

• Discuss the role and function of government or laws.  Explain that a democratic 

government is the means by which people make sure that every person has 

equal rights.  Furthermore, explain that these rights, given by God or nature 

cannot be taken away by man.  Ask students to list the ways citizens enjoy these 

rights today.  Also include a discussion of how these rights are protected.  Share 

this information with class members or other classes.  You may want to have 

students’ role play various scenes where individual’s rights are being denied and 

the role of government to protect these rights. 

 



 

 

• Students could conduct a Declaration Convention in which they use the small 

group declarations as the basis of a single document representing the entire 

class.  

 

• Volunteers could stage a dramatic reading of the entire Declaration.  

 

• Students may be interested in seeing an image of the original Declaration.  See 

the “Web Listings” section of this packet for links to the original document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Internet Resources 



Internet Resources 
 
The following sites may be useful to teachers for background information, lesson plans, 

and/or for additional reading for students: 

 

Center for Civic Education offers lesson plans for Independence Day. 

http://www.civiced.org/resources/curriculum/independence-day-lesson   

 

Constitutionfacts.org offers a range of materials on the Declaration of Independence. 

http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-declaration-of-independence/  

 

Education World presents lesson plans for teaching about three important freedom 

documents -- the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

http://www.educationworld.com/holidays/archives/independence.shtml    

 

Hot Chalk offers lesson plans for teachers prepared by teachers. 

http://lessonplanspage.com/?t=declaration+of+independence&s=declaration+of+indepen

dence&search-token=55d75d6fa423a1.71305343   

 

Library of Congress offers exhibits, including those on the Declaration of 

Independence. 

http://www.loc.gov/search/?in=&q=declaration+of+independence&new=true&st=  

 

U.S. History.org offers information on the history of the Declaration of Independence 

and Benjamin Franklin. 

http://www.ushistory.org  

 

The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration site links students and 

teachers to resources on primary documents including the Declaration of 

Independence. 

http://archives.gov/  
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http://lessonplanspage.com/?t=declaration+of+independence&s=declaration+of+independence&search-token=55d75d6fa423a1.71305343
http://www.loc.gov/search/?in=&q=declaration+of+independence&new=true&st
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Activities to Support  

Celebrate Freedom Week 
 



Elementary Character Education Activities to Support  
Celebrate Freedom Week 

 
Core Value: Respect 

 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) is committed to helping all students 

develop the values and strength of character needed for them to become caring, 

responsible citizens at home, school, and in the community.  To support this goal, 

character education has been an instructional requirement, grades K-12, since 1995.   

 

The foundation of the District’s character education requirement is the nine core values 

adopted by The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida in 1995.  The District’s 

nine core values are: citizenship, cooperation, fairness, honesty, integrity, kindness, 

pursuit of excellence, respect, and responsibility.  Each month a different core value has 

been designated for emphasis in all classrooms throughout the District.   

 

In September, students need to understand the importance of respect. Respect 

should include showing regard for the worth and dignity of everyone. Students should 

learn to respect individual differences and views of others.  Respect should include 

showing regard for oneself, one’s school, and the rules and expectations for behavior in 

the school and the community.      

 
In addition to the enclosed lessons on the Declaration of Independence, teachers may 
further emphasize the core value of respect through the following lesson ideas. 
 

• Identify and study national symbols and documents and their meaning; e.g., the 

Declaration of Independence,  the United States Constitution, American flag, Star 

Spangled Banner, the bald eagle, the Statue of Liberty, the Liberty Bell.  Review 

and discuss how these symbols illustrate respect for our country.  Ask students 

to research and write about the various symbols of national pride and why they 

deserve our respect.  Present these reports to other class members.  

 

• In September, we commemorate Constitution Day (September 17th) and 

Celebrate Freedom Week (the Declaration of Independence; last week in 

September). Ask students to think about the men who helped write these 

documents and the respect they earned for helping to create our new nation (i.e., 

Founding Fathers).  Have students write an essay about one Founding Father 

explaining what challenges this person met and why they chose this person as 

an individual that is worthy of respect.  Invite students to share essays with other 

class members.  

 
 
 
 



• Review the Pledge of Allegiance and the Star Spangled Banner.  Have students 

study and discuss the meaning of the words and importance of reciting or singing 

them with respect; i.e., standing at attention, placement of right hand over one’s 

heart.  

 

• Talk about how good manners and following classroom rules generate respect.  

Brainstorm with students and list the characteristics and behaviors related to 

being respectful.  Try the following exercise.  Ask students to pass a pencil, book, 

or other item to a fellow class member.  Then, ask the students to return the item 

to the same person in a respectful manner.  Notice how the two actions differed.  

Ask students to discuss how the two steps were different.  Was one exchange 

more courteous than the other?  Did students say please and thank you? Ask 

students to discuss how it feels to be treated courteously and with respect.  

  

• Create a bulletin board entitled “Respectful Students of the Month” or ”Uncle 

Sam Wants YOU to be Respectful.”  Tell students that during the month of 

September, their pictures will be placed on the bulletin board as they 

demonstrate acts of respect.   Post a picture of students “caught in the act” of 

being respectful.  Each day, ask students to select other class members to be 

posted on the bulletin board.  

 

• Local, national and world events reported in the newspapers or on television 

often illustrate actions taken by community members or local groups seeking 

respect.  Discuss local or national events and the actions citizens have taken.  

Have students look through newspapers and magazines for evidence of 

community members seeking respect.  Create space on a bulletin board or a 

large poster where students can post these stories.   

 
Other On-going Activities to Promote Character Education 

 

• Invite all students and teachers to an assembly/pep-rally in the school cafeteria, 

auditorium, or P.E. courts to kick-off character education school-wide.  Ask a 

spirited teacher, parent, principal or guest speaker to motivate students and 

address character education goals and core values for the coming school year. 

 

• Create a character education steering group made up of administrators, 

teachers, parents and students that meets regularly to plan activities and events 

celebrating each monthly value. 

 

• Start a character education book club. Ask the media specialist, language arts or 

social studies teacher for book recommendations related to the core value of the 

month. Students should read books related to a particular topic, subject, or 

author; e.g., books written by a person striving toward a goal.  Students may 



share, discuss and/or report their findings back to the class.  Keep a class or 

personal log of the books read.  

 

• Make character education a regular part of the school day and curriculum.  

Incorporate student homework related to each designated monthly value.  A 

school newsletter may incorporate information on character education and offer 

daily suggestions for how to demonstrate each month’s value.  Morning 

announcements may also provide an opportunity to support each month’s 

designated value. 

 

 
Source:  Activities adapted from Goodcharacter.org, http://www.goodcharacter.com/    
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Anti-Discrimination Policy 
Federal and State Laws 

The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida adheres to a policy of nondiscrimination in 

employment and educational programs/activities and strives affirmatively to provide equal 

opportunity for all as required by:  

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, 

religion, or national origin.  

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended - prohibits discrimination in employment 

on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, or national origin.  

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of 

gender.  

Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA) as amended - prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of age with respect to individuals who are at least 40.  

The Equal Pay Act of 1963 as amended - prohibits gender discrimination in payment of wages 

to women and men performing substantially equal work in the same establishment.  

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - prohibits discrimination against the disabled.  

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) - prohibits discrimination against individuals 

with disabilities in employment, public service, public accommodations and telecommunications.  

The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) - requires covered employers to provide 

up to 12 weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave to "eligible" employees for certain family and 

medical reasons.  

The Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978 - prohibits discrimination in employment on the 

basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions.  

Florida Educational Equity Act (FEEA) - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, 

national origin, marital status, or handicap against a student or employee.  

Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992 - secures for all individuals within the state freedom from 

discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap, or marital 

status.  

Title II of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008 (GINA) - Prohibits 

discrimination against employees or applicants because of genetic information. 

Veterans are provided re-employment rights in accordance with P.L. 93-508 (Federal Law) and 

Section 295.07 (Florida Statutes), which stipulate categorical preferences for employment. 

In Addition: School Board Policies 1362, 3362, 4362, and 5517 - Prohibit harassment and/or 

discrimination against students, employees, or applicants on the basis of sex, race, color, ethnic 

or national origin, religion, marital status, disability, genetic information, age, political beliefs, 

sexual orientation, gender, gender identification, social and family background, linguistic 

preference, pregnancy, and any other legally prohibited basis.  Retaliation for engaging in a 

protected activity is also prohibited.  Rev. (05-12) 

 


