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Introduction 

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day is a combined event that is annually observed in 

the United States on September 17th. This event commemorates the formation and 

signing of the Constitution of the United States on September 17, 1787. It also 

recognizes all who, by birth or naturalization, have become U.S. citizens. On 

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day, an event which falls during Constitution Week, 

people in the United States recognize the anniversary of the U.S. Constitution and the 

efforts and responsibilities of all citizens.  

In the summer of 1787, delegates convened in Philadelphia to create ña more perfect 

unionò and to craft the country's constitution. They worked to develop a framework that 

would provide balance and freedom, taking into account federal and state interests, as 

well as individual human rights. The delegates signed the Constitution of the United 

States on September 17, 1787. By June 21, 1788, the U.S. Constitution was effective, 

having been approved by nine of the 13 states. 

With regard to recognizing citizens, newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst 

advocated a day to celebrate U.S. citizenship in 1939. In 1940, the Congress created ñI 

Am an American Dayò to be celebrated on the third Sunday in May. On February 29, 

1952, President Harry Truman signed into law ñCitizenship Day.ò It was established to 

replace ñI Am an American Day.ò On August 2, 1956, the Congress requested that the 

president proclaim the week beginning September 17 and ending September 23 of each 

year as ñConstitution Week.ò One more change was made to the event when a federal 

law enacted in December 2004 designated September 17 as ñConstitution Day and 

Citizenship Day.ò 

Per federal legislation, all schools and federal agencies are required to hold 

educational programs celebrating the U.S. Constitution.  Additionally, Florida State 

Statute 1003.42 requires the study of ñthe history, meaning, significance, and effect of 

the provisions of the Constitution of the United States and amendments thereto, with 

emphasis on each of the 10 amendments that make up the Bill of Rights and how the 

Constitution provides the structure of our government.ò 

  



An Instructional Note to Teachers about Constitution Day and Citizenship Day 

 

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day celebrates both the anniversary of the U.S. 

Constitution and the rights and responsibilities of all citizens. The celebration is an 

important part of the cultural heritage of the United States because it recognizes the 

value of the American experiment, and the success of a nation of free people whose 

rights and liberties are protected by a written constitution. 

 

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day are required topics of instruction.  Per 

federal legislation, all schools and federal agencies are required to hold educational 

programs celebrating the U.S. Constitution.  These resources also support the 

requirements of Florida Statute 1003.42 requiring the study of the ñthe history, meaning, 

significance, and effect of the provisions of the Constitution of the United States and 

amendments thereto, with emphasis on each of the 10 amendments that make up the 

Bill of Rights and how the Constitution provides the structure of our government.ò   

 

This school year, September 17, 2017 falls on a Sunday.  Schools are encouraged 

to plan appropriate instructional activities prior to the nationwide 

commemoration.  In addition, content, concepts, and skills related to the U.S. 

Constitution and the rights and responsibilities of citizenship are an integral part of 

social studies instruction year-round. Teachers are highly encouraged to utilize the 

resources and lessons found in this instructional resource guide to reinforce the 

importance of the U.S. Constitution throughout the school year.   

 

To assist schools, staff in the Department of Social Sciences has developed this 

instructional resource guide which includes: 

 

¶ BACKGROUND INFORMATION - This section includes detailed background 

and reference information on the U.S. Constitution, including the documentôs 

founding principles and its history.  Copies of the U.S. Constitution, the 

Preamble, and Bill of Rights are also included. 

 

¶ LESSON PLANS - This section includes detailed lesson plans with all support 

materials needed to teach about the U.S. Constitution. Several of the middle 

school lesson plans directly support the Benchmarks tested on the 7th grade 

Civics End-of-Course Exam. 

 

¶ INTERNET RESOURCES - Additional lesson plans and background information 

may be found on the websites listed in this section of the guide.  

 

¶ SECONDARY CHARACTER EDUCATION RESOURCES ï Additional lesson 

ideas are included to support the core value of ñrespect,ò which has been 

designated by the District for the month of September.  



 

Background Information 
 

¶ What is a Constitution?  - Content Background Information 

for the Teacher  

 

¶ Historical Background Information on the U.S. Constitution ï 

World Book Advanced (2014) 
 

¶ The American Founding Fathers 

 

¶ About the Founding Fathers 

 

¶ Founding Mothers 

 

¶ Fascinating Facts about the U.S. Constitution 

 

¶ Maps of the 13 Colonies 

 

¶ Image of the U.S. Constitution 

 

¶ The Sections of the U.S. Constitution 

 

¶ The Preamble to the United States Constitution 

 

¶ The Constitution of the United States of America, including 

the 27 Amendments 

 

¶ Summary of the Bill of Rights 

 



What is a Constitution?  - Content Background Information for the Teacher 

The following information from the Center for Civic Education (www.civiced.org) is 

provided as background information for teachers. 

What Is a Constitution? 

A constitution is a set of fundamental customs, traditions, rules, and laws that set forth 

the basic way a government is organized and operated. Most constitutions are in 

writing, some are partly written and partly unwritten, and some are not written at all. 

If you study a countryôs constitution, you will be able to answer the following questions 

regarding the relationship between the government and its citizens. 

 

Government 

 

¶ What are the purposes of the government? 

¶ How is the government organized? 

¶ How is the government supposed to go about doing its business? 

 

Citizens 

 

¶ Who is a citizen? 

¶ Do citizens have any power or control over the government? If so, how do 

citizens exercise their powers? 

¶ What rights and responsibilities do citizens have? 

 

By this definition of a constitution, nearly every nation has a constitution. Good 

governments and bad governments have constitutions. Some of the worst governments 

have constitutions that include lists of the basic rights of their citizens. A list of rights 

does not mean that the citizens actually enjoy those rights.   

 

What Is a Constitutional Government? 

 

Having a constitution does not mean that a nation has a constitutional government. If, 

for example, a constitution provides for the unlimited exercise of political power by one, 

a few, or many, it would not be the basis for a constitutional government. If a 

constitution says that power is to be limited, but it does not include ways to enforce 

those limitations, it also is not the basis for a constitutional government.  The principles 

of constitutional and limited governments are intertwined. Limited governments are 

characterized by restraints on power, such as laws that both the rulers and the 

governed must obey, and free and periodic elections. The opposite is unlimited 

government, in which those who govern are free to use their power as they choose, 

unrestrained by laws or elections. Aristotle described unlimited government as tyranny. 

http://www.civiced.org/


Today the terms autocracy, dictatorship, or totalitarianism frequently are used to 

describe such governments. 

 

What Are the Characteristics of the Higher Law? 

 

In a constitutional government, the constitution, or higher law, has the following 

characteristics: 

¶ It sets forth the basic rights of citizens. 

¶ It establishes the responsibility of the government to protect those rights. 

¶ It establishes limitations on how those in government may use their powers with 

regard to citizensô rights and responsibilities, the distribution of resources, and 

the control of conflict. 

¶ It can be changed only with the widespread consent of the citizens and according 

to established and well-known procedures. 

What Are Rights? 

 

Rights are moral or legal claims justified in ways that are generally accepted within a 

society or the international community. 

 

Where Do Rights Come From and How Do They Relate to One Another?  

 

Rights set individuals or groups apart from each other and entitle them to be treated in a 

particular way. Most Americans think about their place in society and the world in terms 

of their rights. However, rights are complicated. 

 

Who May Hold Rights? 

 

Rights may be held by individuals, classes or categories of individuals, or institutions. 

 

¶ Individuals - The idea that individuals can hold rights reflects the belief that 

humans should be considered autonomous and self-governing. This includes the 

belief that each individual should possess certain fundamental rights, such as 

those to freedom of thought and conscience, privacy, and movement. The 

emphasis on the rights of individuals is reflected in natural rights philosophy and 

exemplified in the Declaration of Independence by the statement that ñall Men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights,that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 

happiness.ò 

 

¶ Classes or categories of individuals - These commonly are created by 

constitutions and statutes and provide a basis for treating categories of people 



differently. For example, the United States Constitution protects the right of 

persons eighteen years of age or older to vote. By the laws of several states, 

only people who have joined a political party can participate in that partyôs 

primary, or nominating, elections. 

 

¶ Institutions - Institutions such as schools; government institutions at the local, 

state, and national levels; unions; universities; business partnerships; and 

corporations also hold certain rights. 

 

What Are the Common Categories of Rights? 

 

¶ Personal rights - These relate to individual autonomy, including freedom of 

thought and conscience, privacy, and movement. The idea that human beings 

are autonomous, self-governing individuals with fundamental rights is central to 

the natural rights philosophy of John Locke. The rights of life, liberty, property, 

and the pursuit of happiness are said to come from God or nature. The purpose 

of government is to protect those rights. 

 

¶ Political rights - These rights address political participation and also are granted 

by the constitution or statutes. Examples are the right to vote and to engage in 

political activities, such as supporting particular candidates for office or running 

for office. 

 

¶ Economic rights - These include choosing the work one wants to do, acquiring 

and disposing of property, entering into contracts, creating and protecting 

intellectual property such as copyrights or patents, and joining labor unions or 

professional associations. Most economic rights trace to constitutions or statutes. 

Many people consider economic rights associated with property ownership to be 

personal rights as well. 

 

 

Source:  Center for Civic Education, www.civiced.org   

  

http://www.civiced.org/


Historical Background Information on the United States Constitution 

 

The excerpt below on the history of the United States Constitution is from the on-line 

edition of the World Book Advanced Encyclopedia (2014) available for students and 

teachers through the Miami-Dade County Public Schoolsô Department of Library Media 

Services.  To access the full article: 

 

1. Visit Library Media Services at http://library.dadeschools.net/  

(Password needed.  Check with the Media Specialist.) 

2. Click the On-line Data Bases and select World Book Advanced Online Reference 

Center 

3. Search for ñU.S. Constitution.ò 

4. Click on the article entitled ñConstitution of the United States.ò 

 

The full-article is an overview of the U.S. Constitution.  The excerpt below provides 

basic information on the development and ratification of the document and an overview 

of the Bill of Rights. 

 

Constitution of the United States 

 

The Constitution of the United States sets forth the nation's fundamental laws. It 

establishes the form of the national government and defines the rights and liberties of 

the American people. It also lists the aims of the government and the methods of 

achieving them. 

 

The Constitution was written to organize a strong national government for the American 

states. Previously, the nation's leaders had established a national government under the 

Articles of Confederation, but the Articles granted independence to each state. They 

lacked the authority to make the states work together to solve national problems. 

 

After the states won independence in the Revolutionary War (1775-1783), they faced 

the problems of peacetime government. The states had to enforce law and order, collect 

taxes, pay a large public debt, and regulate trade among themselves. They also had to 

deal with Indian tribes and negotiate with other governments. Leading statesmen, such 

as George Washington and Alexander Hamilton, began to discuss the creation of a 

strong national government under a new constitution. 

  

Hamilton helped bring about a national convention that met in Philadelphia in 1787 to 

revise the Articles of Confederation. However, a majority of the delegates at the 

convention decided instead to write a new plan of governmentðthe Constitution of the 

United States. The Constitution established not merely a league of states but a 

government that exercised its authority directly over all citizens. The Constitution also 

http://library.dadeschools.net/


defined clearly the powers of the national government. In addition, it established 

protection for the rights of the states and of every individual. 

 

The Supreme Law of the Land 

 

The Constitution consists of a preamble, 7 articles, and 27 amendments. It sets up 

a federal system by dividing powers between the national and state governments. It 

also establishes a balanced national government by dividing authority among three 

independent branchesðthe executive, the legislative, and the judicial. The executive 

branch enforces the law, the legislative branch makes the law, and the judicial branch 

interprets the law. The executive branch of the national government is usually 

represented by the president, the legislative branch by Congress, and the judicial 

branch by the Supreme Court. This division of the government into three branches is 

known as the separation of powers. Each branch can use its powers to check and 

balance (exercise control over) the other two.  

 

Federal powers listed in the Constitution include the right to collect taxes, declare war, 

and regulate trade. In addition to these delegated, or expressed, powers (those listed in 

the Constitution), the national government has implied powers (those reasonably 

suggested by the Constitution). The implied powers enable the government to respond 

to the changing needs of the nation. For example, Congress had no delegated power to 

print paper money. But such a power is implied in the delegated powers of borrowing 

and coining money. 

 

There are some powers that the Constitution does not give to the national government 

or forbid to the states. These reserved powers belong to the people or to the states. 

State powers include the right to legislate on divorce, marriage, and public schools. 

Powers reserved for the people include the right to own property and to be tried by a 

jury. In some cases, the national and state governments have concurrent powersðthat 

is, both levels of government may act. The national government has supreme authority 

in case of a conflict. 

 

The Supreme Court has the final authority to explain the Constitution. It can set aside 

any lawðfederal, state, or localðthat conflicts with any part of the Constitution. 

 

The Need for the Constitution 

 

The government established by the Articles of Confederation was not strong enough to 

govern the new nation. For example, it lacked an executive branch and a system of 

national courts. It could not regulate trade between the states or tax the states or their 

citizens. In addition, it could not maintain its own army. The government was little more 

than an assembly of the representatives of 13 independent states. Before almost any 

measure could be adopted, it had to be approved by at least 9 of the states. 



 

In 1783, after the Revolutionary War, the nation entered a period of unstable 

commercial and political conditions. Alexander Hamilton and his supporters would have 

had little success in their campaign for a new constitution if conditions had been better. 

Some historians have painted the troubles of the new republic in much too gloomy 

colors. But little doubt remains that the situation became steadily worse after 1783. 

Each state acted almost like an independent country. Each ran its own affairs exactly as 

it saw fit, with little concern for the needs of the republic. The states circulated a dozen 

different currencies, most of which had little value. Neighboring states taxed each 

other's goods. The United Kingdom refused to reopen the channels of trade that the 

colonies had depended on for their economic well-being. The state legislatures refused 

to pay the debts they had assumed during the Revolutionary War. Many states passed 

laws that enabled debtors to escape paying their obligations. 

 

Worst of all, some people began to think once again of taking up arms in order to solve 

their problems. In western Massachusetts in 1786, hundreds of farmers under Captain 

Daniel Shays rebelled against the state government in Boston. State troops finally put 

down Shay's Rebellion.  George Washington and other leaders wondered whether the 

colonies had rebelled against the United Kingdom in vain. They felt it was time to end 

these troubles and bring peace and order by forming a new national government. This 

new government would have to be strong enough to gain obedience at home and 

respect abroad. 

 

Representatives from five states met in Annapolis, Maryland, in 1786. They proposed 

that the states appoint commissioners to meet in Philadelphia and consider revising the 

Articles of Confederation.  Congress agreed to the proposal and suggested that each 

state select delegates to a constitutional convention. 

 

The Constitutional Convention 

 

The convention was supposed to open on May 14, 1787. But few of the 55 delegates 

had arrived in Philadelphia by that date. Finally, on May 25, the convention formally 

opened in Independence Hall. Twelve states had responded to the call for the 

convention. Rhode Island refused to send delegates because it did not want the 

national government to interfere with its affairs. 

 

Of the 55 delegates, 39 signed the United States Constitution on Sept. 17, 1787. One of 

the signers was John Dickinson of Delaware, who left the convention but asked another 

delegate, George Read, to sign for him. William Jackson of Philadelphia, a former major 

in the Revolutionary War who was chosen to serve as the convention secretary, 

witnessed the signatures. The delegates included some of the most experienced and 

patriotic men in the new republic. George Washington served as president of the 

convention. Benjamin Franklin, at the age of 81, attended as a representative of 



Pennsylvania. The brilliant Alexander Hamilton represented New York. James Madison 

of Virginia received the title of "Father of the Constitution" with his speeches, 

negotiations, and attempts at compromise. Madison told the delegates they were 

considering a plan that "would decide forever the fate of republican government." He 

kept a record of the delegates' debates and decisions. 

 

Other men who had much to do with writing the new Constitution included John 

Dickinson, Governor Morris, Edmund Randolph, Roger Sherman, James Wilson, and 

George Wythe. Morris was given the task of putting all the convention's resolutions and 

decisions into polished form. Morris actually "wrote" the Constitution. The original copy 

of the document is preserved in the National Archives Building in Washington, D.C. 

 

Several important figures of the time did not attend the convention. John Adams and 

Thomas Jefferson were absent on other government duties. Samuel Adams and John 

Jay failed to be appointed delegates from their states. Patrick Henry refused to serve 

after his appointment because he opposed granting any more power to the national 

government. Three leading members of the conventionð-Elbridge Gerry, George 

Mason, and Edmund Randolphðrefused to sign the Constitution because they 

disagreed with parts of it. 

 

The Background of the U.S. Constitution 

 

The delegates to the Constitutional Convention relied greatly on past experience as 

they worked to create a new government. They recalled many important events in the 

development of constitutional government. These included the granting of Magna Carta, 

an English constitutional document, in 1215 and the meeting of the Jamestown 

representative assembly in 1619.  Some of the American Colonies also served as 

examples of constitutional forms of government. While colonial governments had 

weaknesses, they had progressed beyond other governments of their time in achieving 

liberty under law. 

 

All American states established constitutional governments after they declared their 

independence from the United Kingdom in 1776. In 1777, John Jay of New York had 

helped write a constitution for his state. John Adams of Massachusetts had helped write 

the Massachusetts Constitution of 1780. Delegates to the convention in Philadelphia 

used many ideas and words from the constitutions of these and other states. 

 

The delegates also drew on their own experiences. Franklin had proposed a plan at the 

Albany Congress of 1754 to unify the colonies under a central government.  Washington 

remembered his own problems during the war when, as commander in chief, he had to 

work with the frequently divided Continental Congress. Almost every delegate to the 

convention had served as a soldier or administrator of the government. They often 

disagreed on details but were united in wanting the new government to be strong 



enough to rule the nation. They also wanted it to respect the liberties of the states and 

of the people. 

 

The Compromises 

 

The task of creating a new government was not easily accomplished. Disputes among 

the delegates nearly ended the convention on several occasions. For example, 

delegates from the large states disagreed with those from the small states about 

representation in the national legislature. The larger states favored the Virginia 

Plan, under which population would determine the number of representatives a state 

could send to the legislature. The small states supported the New Jersey Plan, which 

proposed that all the states would have an equal number of representatives. The 

Connecticut delegates suggested a compromise that settled the problem. Their plan 

provided for equal representation in the Senate, along with representation in proportion 

to population in the House of Representatives. This proposal became known as 

the Connecticut Compromise or the Great Compromise. 

 

Compromises also settled conflicts over the issue of slavery. The delegates from the 

Northern states wanted Congress to have the power to forbid the foreign slave trade. 

Most Southern delegates did not wish Congress to have this power. A compromise 

decided that Congress would not be allowed to regulate the foreign slave trade until 

1808. Another compromise involved the question of how to count slaves in determining 

how many members of Congress a state could have. Slaves were not considered 

citizens, and so the convention agreed that only three-fifths of a state's slaves could be 

counted. 

 

The delegates agreed that each state should hold a special convention to discuss and 

vote on the Constitution. They also decided that as soon as nine states 

had ratified (approved) the Constitution, the Constitution would take effect and they 

could begin to organize the new government. 

 

 Ratifying the U.S. Constitution 

 

Less than three months after the Constitution was signed, Delaware became the first 

state to ratify it, on Dec. 7, 1787. New Hampshire was the ninth state, putting the 

Constitution into effect on June 21, 1788. But the Founding Fathers could not be sure 

that the Constitution would be generally accepted until the important states of New York 

and Virginia had ratified it. Powerful organized opposition to the Constitution had 

developed in these two states and in others. Such people as Elbridge Gerry, Patrick 

Henry, Richard Henry Lee, and George Mason spoke out against ratification. 

 

Critics objected that a bill of rights had not been included, that the president had too 

much independence, and that the Senate was too aristocratic. They also thought 



Congress had too many powers and the national government had too much authority. 

Friends of the Constitution rallied support for ratification. They became known 

as Federalists. Their opponents were called Anti-Federalists. The two groups promoted 

their causes in newspapers, in pamphlets, and in debates in the ratifying conventions. 

The groups developed into the first American political parties. 

  

Virginia ratified the Constitution on June 25, 1788, and New York did so on July 26. 

Early in January 1789, all the ratifying states except New York selected presidential 

electors in their legislatures or by a direct vote of the people. On February 4, the 

electors named George Washington as the first president of the United States. The first 

Congress under the Constitution met in New York City on March 4. Washington was 

inaugurated on April 30. North Carolina and Rhode Island refused to approve the 

Constitution and take part in the new government until Congress agreed to add a bill of 

rights. 

 

The Bill of Rights 

 

The Federalists might never have obtained ratification in several important states if they 

had not promised to support amendments to the Constitution. These amendments were 

written to protect individual liberties against possible unjust rule by the national 

government. Most state constitutions that were adopted during the Revolution had 

included a clear declaration of the rights of all people. Most Americans believed that no 

constitution could be considered complete without such a declaration. George Mason of 

Virginia was responsible for the first and most famous American bill of rights, the 

Virginia Declaration of Rights of 1776. He and Patrick Henry might have prevented 

ratification of the Constitution in Virginia if the Federalists had not agreed to their 

demands for amendments. 

 

James Madison led the new Congress in proposing amendments. He suggested 15 

amendments, and the Congress accepted 12 of them to be submitted for approval by 

the states under the amending process outlined in the Fifth Article of the Constitution. 

By Dec. 15, 1791, enough states had approved 10 of the 12 amendments to make them 

a permanent addition to the Constitution. These amendments are known as the Bill of 

Rights. 

 

One of the two unapproved amendments dealt with the size of the House of 

Representatives. It would have changed representation from no more than one 

representative for every 30,000 people to one for every 50,000 people. The other 

unapproved amendment provided that whenever Congress changed the salaries of its 

members, the change could not take effect until after the next election of 

representatives had been held. This amendment was ratified in 1992.  

 



 

The Development of the U.S. Constitution 

 

Through the years, the Constitution has developed to meet changing needs. James 

Madison declared, "In framing a system which we wish to last for ages, we should not 

lose sight of the changes which ages will produce." The Constitution was designed to 

serve the interests of the peopleðrich and poor, Northerners and Southerners, farmers, 

workers, and business people. 

 

The Anti-Federalists accepted defeat when the Constitution was adopted and set about 

to win power under its rules. Their action set a style for American politics that has never 

changed. Americans sometimes feel dissatisfied with the policies of those who govern. 

But few Americans have condemned the constitutional system or demanded a second 

constitutional convention. 

 

Delegates to the Constitutional Convention believed strongly in the rule of the majority, 

but they wanted to protect minorities against any unjustness by the majority. They 

achieved this goal by separating and balancing the powers of government. Other basic 

constitutional aims included respect for the rights of individuals and states, rule by the 

people, separation of church and state, and supremacy of the national government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  World Book Advanced Encyclopedia (2014) 

  



The American Founding Fathers 

Definition - The Founding Fathers of the United States of America were prominent 

statesmen, patriots, and political leaders who made major contributions to the 

establishment of a new American nation by: 

¶ supporting or participating in the American Revolution;  

¶ signing the Declaration of Independence; and/or 

¶ framing and establishing the U.S. Constitution. 

 

Many Founding Fathers contributed to the creation of the new nation by taking 

leadership roles in all three actions! 

Founding Fathers and the U.S. Constitution - Many of the Founding Fathers attended 

the Constitutional Convention in 1787, where the U.S. Constitution was hammered out 

and ratified. In all, 55 delegates attended the sessions from May 14 to September 17, 

1787.  Although the Convention had been officially called to revise the existing Articles 

of Confederation, many delegates had much bigger plans. Men like James 

Madison and Alexander Hamilton wanted to create a new government rather than fix the 

existing one. The delegates elected George Washington to preside over the 

Convention. The United States Constitution was adopted on September 17, 1787 with 

39 signatures before being distributed to the states for ratification. 

Other Founding Fathers were not at the Constitutional Convention, but made significant 

contributions in other ways. Thomas Jefferson, who drafted the Declaration of 

Independence, was serving as ambassador to France at the time of the Convention. He 

kept abreast of the proceedings in Philadelphia by carrying on correspondence with 

James Madison. John Adams, as ambassador to Great Britain, wrote "Defense of the 

Constitution of the Government of the United States of America." Thomas Paine wrote 

the influential pamphlet "Common Sense," which immeasurably influenced the 

philosophy reflected in the Declaration of Independence. One of the U.S. Founding 

Fathers, Patrick Henry, was initially opposed to the very idea of the Constitution! He 

wanted to keep the Articles of Confederation, the predecessor to the Constitution. 

However, when an agreement was made to add a "bill of rights" to the Constitution, 

Henry fought hard for its ratification. 

 

Sources:  ConstitutionFacts.com, http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-constitution-

amendments/the-constitutional-convention/; and, Land of the Brave, 

https://www.landofthebrave.info/founding-fathers.htm  

 

 

http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-constitution-amendments/james-madison/
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-constitution-amendments/james-madison/
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-founding-fathers/about-the-founding-fathers/#ah
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-founding-fathers/about-the-founding-fathers/#gw
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-constitution-amendments/the-constitutional-convention/
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-constitution-amendments/the-constitutional-convention/
https://www.landofthebrave.info/founding-fathers.htm


About the Founding Fathers 

The following Founding Fathers, among others, played a major role in the development 

of the U.S. Constitution. 

George Washington (1732-1799) 

 

Highest Political Office: President (1789-1797) 

Other Accomplishments: Led the colonial forces in the Revolutionary War. 

The staid portraits of George Washington accurately reflect the personality of the father 

of the nation. He was a man of few words, whose political ascension was attributable to 

his strength of character, rather than his intellect. 

A huge man for his day, Washington stood 6' 3 1/2" tall with enormous hands. 

Washington had pockmarked skin as a result of a teenage case of smallpox, and a shy 

disposition that was the result of a domineering mother. Twice he proposed to women, 

and twice he was rejected. He finally married Martha Custis, the richest widow in 

Virginia. 

He had lost almost all his teeth by the time he was president, leaving him with badly 

sunken cheeks that were stuffed with cotton for portraits. Contrary to popular belief, 

George Washington never had wooden teeth! His teeth were made mostly of lead fitted 

with human, cattle, and hippopotamus teeth. Some were carved from elephant and 

walrus tusks. 

In his will, he freed all 300 of his slaves permanently. 

http://www.constitutionfacts.com/images/4-2AFF/1GW.jpg


The popular tale of Washington and the cherry tree, historians say, was almost certainly 

untrue. 

His Politics: Washington was a Federalist, so he favored a strong central government. 

He also had a strong affinity for aristocrats. During the Constitutional Convention, he 

spent much of his time at the mansion of Robert Morris, the richest man in America. His 

closest political ally was Alexander Hamilton, whose policies inevitably leaned toward 

the upper classes. 

Washington was the only president to win unanimous approval (all of the votes cast) by 

the Electoral College. He did it twice. 

In office, Washington served the nation best by keeping the government stable. He 

advocated a strong national defense, and kept the country out of the escalating tension 

between England and France. 

His health failing, Washington begged out of the presidency after one term. Men from 

both sides of the political fence urged him to remain in office, however, so he stayed on. 

His second inaugural address may reveal his enthusiasm for the second term. At 135 

words, it is the shortest inaugural address in history. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: Alexander Hamilton 

What He Said: ñGovernment is not reason, it is not eloquence - it is a force! Like fire, it 

is a dangerous servant and a fearful master; never for a moment should it be left to 

irresponsible action.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



James Madison (1751-1836) 

 

Highest Political Office: President (1809-1817) 

Other Accomplishments: Helped draft Virginiaôs state constitution when he was 25. 

That document later became the model for the U.S. Constitution. He served as 

Jeffersonôs Secretary of State. 

Madison was a soft-spoken and tiny man - about 5'4" and less than 100 pounds. Even 

his nickname was diminutive: ñJemmy.ò He was too small to serve in the Revolutionary 

War, and turned to politics instead. 

Madison, ñthe Father of the Constitutionò - the most important legal document in modern 

history - never received a law degree. 

Even in his 40s, Madison was a lonely and single man. That changed when Aaron Burr 

introduced him to Dolley Todd. The couple married when Madison was 43, and never 

had children. 

Dolley Madison earned a place in history when she stole away from the White House 

with crucial government documents as the British stormed the capital during the War of 

1812. 

Madison was the last Founding Father to die at the age of eighty-five in June, 1836. 
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His Politics: His presidency was marred by the War of 1812- the only war in which U.S. 

soil was overrun by enemy forces. The war was precipitated by the widespread 

sentiment that the U.S. was destined to conquer Canada, then a British territory. 

Aside from the war that nearly cost him his reelection, Madisonôs two terms were also 

memorable for the fact that both of his vice presidents died while in office. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: Jefferson and Madison were close 

friends throughout their lives: Madison was Jeffersonôs prot®g®. After their presidencies, 

each spent many days at the otherôs estate. Jefferson named one of the bedrooms at 

Monticello ñMr. Madisonôs room.ò 

What He Said: On the War of 1812: ñI flung forward the flag of the country, sure that the 

people would press onward and defend it.ò Under the new Constitution, the nationôs 

powers will be ñderived from the superior power of the people.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) 

 

Highest Political Office: President (1801-1809) 

Other Accomplishments: Drafted the Declaration of Independence.  He served as 

Minister to France (a pivotal diplomatic position) as the Constitution was being drafted. 

Jefferson was nicknamed ñLong Tomò because he stood 6' 2 1/2" tall, with long, slender 

limbs. He had carrot-red hair that paled with age. A fiddle player, Jefferson wooed his 

wife with violin serenades. Jefferson eschewed the uniforms of nobility, choosing 

instead to dress himself in sometimes dirty and tattered clothing. 

Although his wife died at the age of 33, Jefferson never remarried. He did, however, 

allegedly father five children by Sally Hemings, one of his slaves. 

Jefferson suffered from migraine headaches throughout his life, and bathed his feet in 

cold water daily to avoid colds. 

Jefferson was the quintessential Renaissance man and has been described as a(n): 

lawyer, linguist, diplomat, astronomer, naturalist, political philosopher, educator, 

statesman, president, ñfarmer,ò musician, scientist, inventor, agriculturalist, horseman, 

geographer, theologian and paleontologist. Jefferson was fluent in Greek, Latin, French, 

Spanish, Italian, German, and was a supporter of equal rights and education for women, 

the right of all to have a free public education, a free library system and the creation of 
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decimal system of weights and measures. He is also considered one of the preeminent 

architects in the history of the country. 

His Politics: Jefferson was a Republican, which at that time was the party of the 

common man. He envisioned a nation built on agriculture, not industry. The formal 

name for the ñRepublicanò Party of Jefferson was the Democratic-Republican Party from 

which our present day Democratic party evolved. (The Republican party of today was 

created in 1854 by the joining of anti-slavery Democrats, the Free Soil Party and 

factions of the Whig Party.) The formal name of the opposing party (led by Alexander 

Hamilton) was the Federalist Party. 

Jefferson was renowned for being a terrible public speaker due to a speech 

impediment, although he is certainly regarded as one of the most facile writers ever to 

hold the office of the presidency. He alone wrote the first draft of the Declaration of 

Independence. 

He doubled the land size of the United States when he made the Louisiana Purchase 

from Napoleon. Napoleon needed cash to conquer Europe; Jefferson wanted the land 

to safeguard against a future French invasion and to encourage his vision of American 

being a land of small independent (yeoman) farmers. The selling price: $15 million. 

After his two terms as president, Jefferson retired to his Virginia estate, Monticello. He 

spent much of his time pursuing his dream of establishing a university. That dream was 

realized when he founded the University of Virginia. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: Although his closest friend among 

the founding fathers was James Madison, Jeffersonôs most memorable friendship was 

with John Adams. The friendship developed when they both worked on the committee 

that was responsible for the Declaration of Independence. Their friendship turned to a 

bitter rivalry, however, when they joined opposing political parties. They reconciled after 

both finished their presidencies, and they kept up a steady correspondence. They both 

died on July 4, 1826 - the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. On the 

day he died, Adams opened his eyes and whispered his last words: ñThomas Jefferson 

lives,ò he said. Jefferson had died earlier that day. 

What He Said: ñA little rebellion now and then is a good thing.ò ñScience is my passion, 

politics my duty.ò 

 

 



John Adams (1735-1826) 

 

Highest Political Office: President (1797-1801) 

Other Accomplishments: First vice-president. He helped draft the Declaration of 

Independence and negotiate the peace agreement with Great Britain to end the 

Revolutionary War. He served as Minister to Great Britain. 

Nicknamed ñAtlas of American Independence,ò John Adams was a short (5'7"), plump 

man with an ego as big as his waistline. He felt it was beneath him to shake hands with 

anyone; he bowed instead. Adams was not alone in this practice, however. George 

Washington also preferred to bow rather than shake hands. 

Born and raised in what is now Quincy, Massachusetts, Adams was a lawyer by trade. 

He was the longest living American president. He died at the age of 90, in Quincy. 

Adams was the first president to occupy the White House. The nation moved its capital 

from Philadelphia to Washington, D.C., during his administration. 

His Politics: Adams was a Federalist, and, as such, he held a more elitist view of 

government than his Democratic-Republican rivals. 

The first truly defense-minded president, Adams built the U.S. Navy to the point where it 

could compete with that of any nation. 
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Probably his most enduring political legacy was that he appointed John Marshall as 

Supreme Court Chief Justice. His most ignominious political legacy was his signing of 

the ñAlien and Sedition Acts,ò which made it a crime to criticize the government 

(violators could be imprisoned). 

Adams was most proud of the fact that he avoided war with France at the turn of the 

century, in the face of strong public opinion in favor of war. This, along with his 

perceived overspending on defense, led to his defeat in his re-election campaign. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: Thomas Jefferson was, by turns, 

both his closest associate and most loathed political enemy. They ended their lives as 

friends, dying on the same day, 50 years after the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence. 

What He Said: ñLet the human mind loose. It must be loosed. It will be loose. 

Superstition and despotism cannot confine it.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 

 

Highest Political Office: Minister to France 

Other Accomplishments: Franklin was one of the three Americans to sign the peace 

treaty with England that ended the Revolutionary War. He also helped write the 

Declaration of Independence, and was the oldest delegate at the Constitutional 

Convention. 

Of the Founding Fathers, Franklin was easily the most unusual character. He made 

enough money from his publishing business - primarily on receipts from Poor Richardôs 

Almanac - to retire at age 42. He then devoted his life to writing, science, and politics. 

Among his many inventions, Franklin created bifocal glasses. He did so because he 

didnôt like to carry two pairs of glasses with him. 

Franklin had one illegitimate son, William, who became the Governor of New Jersey. 

William supported the British in the Revolution. That move resulted in the permanent 

estrangement of father and son. 

His Politics: Franklinôs political activism had peaked long before the American party 

system fully evolved, but he was philosophically closer to the tenets of the Democratic-

Republican party. 
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He was suspicious of strong central governments and governors, be they kings or 

presidents. Indeed, Franklin advocated a three-person presidential committee rather 

than having a single president. Of the proposal to have a one-man president, he said, 

ñThe government is likely to be well-administered for a course of years, and can only 

end in despotism.ò Nonetheless, in Franklinôs will, he bequeathed his walking stick to 

President Washington. 

Franklin had a restless and ravenous mind. He eschewed normal work patterns, 

preferring instead to set his own pace, and ignoring appointments if he was interested 

enough in a conversation. He also possessed the largest private library in America. Not 

all of his ideas won wide acceptance. A case in point: Franklinôs choice for the national 

bird was the turkey. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: Thomas Jefferson. When Franklin 

died, Jefferson implored President Washington to hold a day of mourning. Washington 

balked, not wishing to set a precedent. 

What He Said: ñOur Constitution is in actual operation. Everything appears to promise 

that it will last. But in this world nothing is certain but death and taxes.ò At the conclusion 

of the Constitutional Convention Franklin observed the symbol of the sun at the top of 

George Washingtonôs chair and mused: ñI have the happiness to know it is a rising sun 

and not a setting sun.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804) 

 

Highest Political Office: Secretary of the Treasury 

Other Accomplishments: Along with Madison and John Jay, he authored the 

Federalist Papers, rallying support for the new Constitution. He led the effort to convene 

the Constitutional Convention when the nation was verging on anarchy. 

Hamilton called for a meeting of all 13 states at Annapolis, Maryland in September, 

1786 to discuss the economic situation in the country at that time. However, only five 

states sent representatives. There were not enough states for a quorum and the 

conference had no real authority. Undaunted, Hamilton then requested permission from 

the Congress of the Confederation (under the Articles of Confederation) to invite 

representatives from the thirteen states to assemble in Philadelphia with the express 

purpose of ñrevisingò the Articles of Confederation. Behind closed doors and with no real 

authority, the delegates decided to write an entirely new constitution. 

Hamilton was consumed by his passion for a nation built around a strong and fiscally 

stable central government. He was born out of wedlock in the West Indies, and moved 

to the colonies at the age of 17. His father, a Scottish trader, went bankrupt when 

Hamilton was 15, and the boy went to work in a counting house to help support the 

family. 
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Fresh out of Columbia University, he organized artillery regiments in New York for the 

Revolutionary War, and from 1779 to 1781 he was Washingtonôs chief aide. When 

Washington assumed the presidency, he named Hamilton as Secretary of the Treasury. 

Ironically, before Washington was elected president, Hamilton was one of a group of 

politicians who felt that the U.S. needed a king. The group wrote to Prussiaôs Prince 

Henry and asked if he wanted the job. Before he replied, the group changed its mind. 

His Politics: Hamilton was the one who most advocated an elitist political vision. He 

believed that the intellectual aristocracy should rule the nation. 

Hamiltonôs political legacy is embodied in the Federal Bank. He led the effort to 

establish the first such bank, which he saw as critical for sustaining the governmentôs 

fragile finances. His opponents saw the bank as an evil tool for expanding the power of 

the federal government, at the expense of the states. Hamilton is regarded as the 

ñFather of the National Debtò because he felt that a national debt was really a ñblessing.ò 

The more money the government owed to the people of the country, the more the 

people had a stake in the success of the country! 

When Jefferson ran for president in 1800, he and Aaron Burr (both Democratic-

Republicans) tied. The election went to the Federalist-controlled House. Hamilton, 

founder of the Federalist Party, convinced his colleagues to elect Jefferson over Burr. 

Burr then campaigned for governor of New York. Again, Hamilton swayed voters 

against Burr. Finally, Burr challenged Hamilton to a duel. Fatally wounded by his rival, 

Hamilton died one day later. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: George Washington 

What He Said: ñThe sacred rights of mankind are not to be rummaged for among old 

parchments or musty records. They are written, as with a sunbeam, in the whole volume 

of human nature, by the hand of the Divinity itself, and can never be erased or obscured 

by mortal power.ò 

  

 

  

 

 



George Mason (1725-1792) 

 

Highest Political Office: Member, Virginia Constitutional Convention (1776); Delegate, 

Constitutional Convention (1787) 

Other Accomplishments: Helped create the Virginia Bill of Rights and Virginia 

Constitution. 

Although George Mason refused to sign the Constitution, his ideas still had a major 

effect on the fabric of American political thought. He was one of the richest planters in 

Virginia and was involved early in his life with western land speculation. Mason served 

for a brief time in the Virginia House of Burgesses along with his close friend, George 

Washington. He was more concerned with the types of public duties that did not bring 

the kind of recognition that his contemporaries were interested in. However, he was one 

of the most fundamental thinkers of the American Revolution and formed a close 

philosophical alliance with Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee, James Madison, and 

George Washington. 

His Politics: Thomas Jeffersonôs Declaration of Independence was influenced greatly 

by Masonôs work on the Virginia bill of rights, and Masonôs ideas also had an impact on 

the development of the Bill of Rights to the United States Constitution. He eventually 
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opposed the Constitution because of the compromise concerning slavery (known as the 

3/5 Compromise) and the failure of the delegates to include a Bill of Rights. These 

objections to the Constitution became the focal point for the anti-federalists during the 

ratification process. He was chosen the first Senator from Virginia but refused the seat 

in 1789. Mason has been called the American example of the Enlightenment. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: George Washington, James 

Madison, Thomas Jefferson 

What He Said: "It is easy to foresee that there will be much difficulty in organizing a 

government upon this great scale, and at the same time reserving to the state 

legislatures a sufficient portion of power for promoting and securing the prosperity and 

happiness of their respective citizens. Yet, with a proper degree of coolness, liberality, 

and candour (very rare commodities by the bye) I doubt not but that it may be effected." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gouverneur Morris (1725-1816) 

 

Highest Political Office: U.S. Minister to England (1790-1791); U.S. Minister to France 

(1792-1794); United States Senator (1800-1803)  

Other Accomplishments: Signer of the Articles of Confederation; Member, Continental 

Congress (1777-1778); Assistant Minister of Finance (1781-1785); Member of the 

Constitutional Convention (1787); Chairman of the Erie Canal Commission (1810-1813). 

During his lifetime, Gouverneur Morris was a successful politician, diplomat and 

writer.  He was a strong supporter of the federal constitution although he was not a 

strong supporter of the ñpowerò of the people (he initially opposed the American 

Revolution because he felt it was controlled by the ñmobò). He had a wooden leg due to 

a carriage accident. 

His Politics: He was in favor of senators being chosen for life, significant property 

qualifications to vote, direct election of the president by the elite qualified voters, and 

representation in Congress based on taxation.  ñThe mob begin to think and 

reason.  Poor reptiles!  They bask in the sun, and ere noon they will bite, depend on 

it.  The gentry begin to fear this.ò  It has been recorded that Gouverneur Morris spoke 

more than anyone at the Constitutional Convention (173 times).  He was made the 

chairman of the Committee of Style and was responsible for the ñwordingò of the 

Constitution. He took twenty-three proposed resolutions and condensed them into the 

http://www.constitutionfacts.com/images/4-2AFF/8GMorris.png


seven major articles contained in the Constitution.  Morris declined Alexander 

Hamiltonôs request to help write the Federalist Papers, and during the ñfightò for 

ratification he played no significant part.  After Alexander Hamilton was killed by Aaron 

Burr in 1804, Morris prepared the eulogy. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: Alexander Hamilton, George 

Washington 

What He Said: ñI cannot conceive of a government in which there can exist two 

supremes.ò 

ñI came here (to the Constitutional Convention) as a representative of America.  I flatter 

myself that I came here in some degree as a representative of the whole human race.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Roger Sherman (1721-1793) 

 

Highest Political Office: United States House of Representatives (1788-1791); United 

States Senator (1791-1793). 

Other Accomplishments: Member, Continental Congress (1774-1781, 1783 and 

1784);  Helped draft the Declaration of Independence;  Helped draft the Articles of 

Confederation;  Was responsible for the Great Compromise (Connecticut Compromise) 

at the Constitutional Convention. 

Sherman was a self-made man, married twice and fathered fifteen children.  Before the 

Revolutionary War he held positions in the Connecticut government in all three 

branches (legislative, executive, and judicial).  He was a political conservative, but 

strongly favored the American Revolution once it began.  Sherman was in support of the 

colonial boycotts of the 1760ôs and was in charge of the New Haven committees of 

correspondence (organizations that promoted inter-colonial communication).  He was 

not known as a gifted speaker, but he toiled hard in various committees in order to 

make sound and lasting policy.  However, at the Constitutional Convention he did speak 

138 times on various issues, and only James Madison, James Wilson, and Gouverneur 

Morris spoke more often.   Roger Sherman was the second oldest delegate there (right 
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behind 81 year old Benjamin Franklin). Thomas Jefferson once remarked, ñThere is Mr. 

Sherman of Connecticut, who never said a foolish thing in his life.ò  

His Politics: He was in favor of the President being appointed by the Legislature for a 

three year term of office.  However, his most important accomplishment was the 

compromise on representation in Congress he suggested that broke the ñdeadlockò 

between large and small states.  This compromise was called the ñGreat Compromiseò, 

and it showed the delegates that they could and should compromise in order to 

accomplish the writing of a new constitution.  Thus, the Constitution has been 

characterized historically as a ñbundle of compromisesò.  He was, however, opposed to 

a separate ñbill of rightsò to be added to the Constitution. By the time Sherman served in 

the United States Congress he was an advocate of the Federalist philosophy.  He 

ended up supporting Alexander Hamilton's financial program of assumption of state 

debts, the establishment of a national bank, and enactment of a tariff to help the young 

nation to stabilize its economy. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: William Johnson 

What He Said: ñThe question is, not what rights naturally belong to man, but how they 

may be most equally and effectually guarded in society.ò 

ñWhen you are in a minority, talk; when you are in a majority, vote.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



James Wilson (1742-1798) 

 

Highest Political Office: Associate Justice, United States Supreme Court 

Other Accomplishments: Member, Continental Congress (1775-1777; 1782; 1783; 

1785-1787); Signer of the Declaration of Independence; First Professor of Law at 

Philadelphia College (1790). 

James Wilson was an early supporter of the American Revolution and gained much 

notoriety with the publication of his ñConsiderations on the Nature and Extent of the 

Legislative Authority of the British Parliamentò. However, he became very conservative 

in his later years and was the target of public indignation.  He was born in Scotland, 

came to New York during the time of the Stamp Act (1765), and eventually studied law 

under John Dickinson in Pennsylvania.  He eventually became the first professor of law 

at the University of Pennsylvania in 1791.  

It was said of James Wilson that ñwhen Wilson speaks, he wastes no time and 

considers no manôs feelings.ò 

His Politics: He emerged as a political leader after the American Revolutionary War. 

As a member of the Congress of the Confederation (1783; 1785-1786) under the 

Articles of Confederation, he was strongly in favor of an amendment to permit the 

government the power to tax.   
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He was a strong supporter of a republican form of government in which the people 

choose the representatives in government, and was in favor of the ñpowerò of the people 

during a time period when many of the political visionaries did not believe in 

democracy.  The democracy that we know today did not really take shape until the 

1820ôs with the advent of Andrew Jackson.  Wilson felt that people and their individual 

rights took priority over those of property rights, and was opposed to slavery.  He also 

believed in the concept of ñfederalismò in which there was a division of power between 

the states and national government.  However, the final authority ultimately went to the 

central government.  At the Constitutional Convention he was a leader of the many floor 

debates and a member of the committee chosen to draft the Constitution.  He then led 

the fight for ratification in Pennsylvania, which became the second state to approve the 

new Constitution.    

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: John Rutledge 

What He Said: ñThe government ought to possess not only first the force but secondly 

the mind or sense of the people at large.  The legislature ought to be the most exact 

transcript of the whole society.ò 

ñWhy should a national government be unpopular?  Will a citizen of Delaware be 

degraded by becoming a citizen of the United States?ò 

ñFederal liberty is to states what civil liberty is to individuals ... I do not see the danger of 

the states being devoured by the national government.ò  On the contrary, I wish to keep 

them from devouring the national government.ò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Edmund Randolph (1753-1813) 

 

Highest Political Office: U.S. Attorney General and U.S. Secretary of State 

Other Accomplishments: Helped draft the constitution for the state of Virginia; 

Member, Continental Congress (1779-1782); Governor or Virginia (1786-1788); 

Member, Virginia Ratification Convention; chief counsel for Aaron Burr during his 

treason trial (1807). 

Edmund Randolph graduated from the College of William and Mary and practiced law 

until the American Revolutionary War disrupted his personal and professional life.  At 

the outbreak of the war in 1775, his father, mother, and sisters moved back to 

England.  Randolph supported the rebellion and served for a short time as an aid to 

General George Washington, but soon returned to Virginia to become the youngest 

member of the convention to write Virginiaôs state constitution.  He then became the 

mayor of Williamsburg and later the ñstateôsò attorney general.  

His Politics: Randolphôs political experience also involved becoming a member of the 

Continental Congress, Governor of Virginia, and a delegate to the Annapolis 

Convention of 1786. 

He was chosen to be a delegate to the U.S. Constitutional Convention in 1787, and is 

best known for presenting a proposal supporting the large states known as the Virginia 
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Plan.  The plan called for a bicameral legislative body and each state represented by 

population with the first house (representatives) elected by the people and the second 

house (senators) elected by the first house.  The Virginia Plan eventually became part 

of the Great Compromise or Connecticut Compromise submitted by Roger 

Sherman.  He also wanted a committee of three to act as president.  Randolph also 

served on the Committee on Detail that prepared a first draft of the new 

constitution.  However, because of philosophical differences over the final Constitution, 

he refused to sign it.  He did eventually support its ratification when the agreement was 

made to include amendments to protect the rights of individuals and the states (Bill of 

Rights). Randolph referred to the Constitution as ñthe anchor of our political salvationò. 

Closest Associate Among the Founding Fathers: Thomas Jefferson 

What He Said: ñThere are great reasons when persons with limited powers are justified 

in exceeding them, and a person would be contemptible not to risk it.ò  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source for all Founding Fathers biographies: ConstitutionFacts.com, 

http://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-founding-fathers/about-the-founding-fathers/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Founding Mothers: Women's Roles in American Independence  

by Jone Johnson Lewis 

Youôve probably heard of the Founding Fathers. Warren G. Harding, then an Ohio 

Senator, coined the term in a 1916 speech. He also used it in his 1921 presidential 

inaugural address. Before that, the people now referred to as Founding Fathers were 

generally just called "the founders." These were the people who attended the 

Continental Congress meetings and signed the Declaration of Independence. The term 

also refers to the Framers of the Constitution, those who participated in forming and 

then passing the United States Constitution, and perhaps also those who took an active 

part in the debates around the Bill of Rights. 

But since Warren G. Hardingôs invention of the term, the Founding Fathers have 

generally been assumed to be those who helped form the nation. And in that context, 

itôs appropriate to also talk about the Founding Mothers: women, often the wives, 

daughters, and mothers of the men referred to as Founding Fathers, who also played 

important parts in supporting the separation from England and the American 

Revolutionary War. 

Abigail Adams and Martha Washington, for instance, kept the family farms running for 

many years while their husbands were off on their political or military quests. And they 

were supportive in more active ways. Abigail Adams kept up a lively conversation with 

her husband, John Adams, even urging him to ñRemember the Ladiesò when asserting 

human rights of the individual in the new nation. Martha Washington accompanied her 

husband to winter army encampments, serving as his nurse when he was ill, but also 

setting an example of frugality for other rebel families. 

And other women took more active roles in the founding.  Here are some of the women 

we could consider Founding Mothers of the United States: 
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MARTHA WASHINGTON 
 

 
 Martha Washington about 1790. Stock Montage/Getty Images 

If George Washington was the Father of His Country, Martha was the Mother. She ran 

the family business ï the plantation ï when he was gone, first during the French and 

Indian Wars, and then during the Revolution. And she helped set a standard of 

elegance but simplicity, presiding over receptions in the presidential residences first in 

New York, then in Philadelphia. But because she opposed him running for the 

presidency, she did not attend his inauguration.   

For additional information on Martha Washington and her role as a Founding Mother, 

visit https://www.thoughtco.com/martha-washington-biography-3528101  
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ABIGAIL ADAMS 
 

 
Abigail Adams by Gilbert Stuart - Hand Tinted Engraving. Photo by Stock 
Montage/Getty Images 

In her famous letters to her husband during his time at the Continental Congress, she 

tried to influence John Adams to include womenôs rights in the new documents of 

independence. While John served as a diplomat during the Revolutionary War, she took 

care of the farm at home, and for three years she joined him overseas. She mostly 

stayed home and managed the familyôs finances during his vice presidency and 

presidency.   

For additional information on Abigail Adams and her role as a Founding Mother, visit 

https://www.thoughtco.com/abigail-adams-biography-3525085   
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BETSY ROSS 
 

 
 Betsy Ross. © Jupiterimages, used with permission 

 We donôt know for sure that she made the first American flag, but she represented the 

story of many American women during the Revolution anyway. Her first husband was 

killed on militia duty in 1776 and her second husband was a sailor who was captured by 

the British in 1781 and died in prison. So, like many women in wartime, she took care of 

her child and herself by earning a living ï in her case, as a seamstress and flag maker. 

For additional information on Betsy Ross and her role as a Founding Mother, visit 

https://www.thoughtco.com/betsy-ross-biography-3530269  
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MERCY OTIS WARREN 
 

 
 Mercy Otis Warren. Kean Collection / Getty Images 

Married and mother of five sons, Mercy Otis Warrenôs brother was very involved in the 

resistance to British rule, writing the famous line against the Stamp Act, ñTaxation 

without representation is tyranny.ò  She was probably part of discussions that helped 

initiate the Committees of Correspondence, and she wrote plays that are considered 

part of the propaganda campaign to coalesce opposition to the British. 

In the early 19th century, she published the first history of the American 

Revolution.  Many of the anecdotes are about people she knew personally.  

For additional information on Mercy Otis Warren and her role as a Founding Mother, 

visit https://www.thoughtco.com/mercy-otis-warren-biography-3530669  
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MOLLY PITCHER 
 

 
 Molly Pitcher at the Battle of Monmouth (artists' conception). Hulton Archive / Getty 
Images 

Some women literally fought in the Revolution, even though almost all the soldiers were 

men. Mary Hays McCauly is known for taking her husband's place loading a cannon at 

the battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778.  Her story inspired others.  

For additional information on Molly Pitcher and her role as a Founding Mother, visit 
https://www.thoughtco.com/molly-pitcher-biography-3530670  
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SYBIL LUDINGTON 
 

 
 Was There a Female Paul Revere, Too?. Ed Vebell / Archive Photos / Getty Images 

If the stories of her ride are true, she was the female Paul Revere, riding to warn of an 

imminent attack on Danbury, Connecticut, by British soldiers.   

For additional information on Sybil Ludington and her role as a Founding Mother, visit 
https://www.thoughtco.com/sybil-ludington-biography-3530671  
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